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band,  whose  fearefull  imagine  pei'soiiated  itselfe 
in  the  shape  of  that  ghost.  Whereupon  the  miir- 
diesse  was  apprehended,  before  the  .iusticos  fur- 
ther examined,  and  by  her  voluntary  confession 
after  condemned.  That  this  is  true,  as  well  bj, 
the  report  of  the  actors  as  the  records  of  the  towne, 
there  are  many  eyewitnesses  of  this  accident  yet 
living  vocally  to  contirme  it. " 

This  anecdote  was  no  doubt  current  in  London 
in  ShaUspere's  time,  being  particularly  alluded 
to  by  another  writer,  the  author  of  the  '  Warn- 
ing for  Faire  Women,'  1599,  so  there  is  every 
probabliltj'  that  the  commentators  are  right  in 
considering  tliat  it  was  in  the  recollection  of  the 
great  dramatist  when  he  made  Hamlet  say: 

I  have  heard 
That  fnUlty  creatures,  .slttlns  at  a  play, 
Have  by  the  very  cunning  of  the  scene 
Been  struck  so  to  the  soul,  that  presently 
They  ha-voprocl&im'd  their  malefactions. 

Accepting  this  view,  a  more  detailed  history  of 
the  incident  could  bai'dly  fail  to  be  of  considera- 
ble Interest,  and  a  local  antiquary  would  de- 
serve well  of  students  if  he  would  search  for  fur- 
ther particulars  and  communicate  them  to  the 
AUierueum.  The  Session  Rolls  for  the  county 
and  borough  should  be  consulted,  and  there 
might  even  bo  something  on  the  subject  in  the 
Assembly  Books  of  the  latter.  If  the  Eliza- 
bethan Chamberlains'  Accounts  for  Lynn  had 
been  preserved  they  would  probably  have  re- 
corded the  year  in  which  the  Earl  of  Sussex's 
players  visited  the  town;  but  there  is  no  mention 
of  such  accounts  in  Mr.  Cordy  JeafPi'eson's  elabo- 
rate report.  The  only  corporate  records  on  the 
route  from  London  to  King's  Lj-nn  that  I  have 
as  yet  examined  are  those  of  Cambridge,  pre- 
served at  Downing  College,  and  from  those  it 
appears  that  the  Earl's  company  were  playing 
in  the  last-named  town  in  1571  and  1573. — J.  O 
Halliwell-Phillipps,  in  London  AthcncBum. 


■■  yas'm,'iT  warTan'  he  ben  reformed  eber 
sence  Ef  yo'  could  er  heerd  his  screechin's 
yo'd  hev  convictions  as  he  war  reformed. 

Buy  dese  fish? "  ,  ^  ,  j 

I  explained  that  we  were  at  the  hotel,  and 
did  not  want  the  fish.  Then  I  asked  why  her 
husband  was  put  in  jail,  ^ 

* '  Fur  stealin',"  was  the  prompt  repiy.  -fete 
allers'd  be  nabbin'  sumpin  as  wa'n't  his.  'Pears 
as  ef  he  had  a  gift  fur  dat  ar\  Dat  is,  he  use't 
ter  heb  a  gift  dat  a  ways.  But,  Lor,  he  s  re- 
formed now.  Better  buy  dese  fish  ter  cook  in 
yerroom  ef  yer  git  faint." 

No,  we  would  run  the  risk  of  getting  faint. 
The  woman  went  on  towards  the  town  swing- 
ing her  fish  as  she  walked.  Had  there  been  a 
word  of  truth  in  what  she  had  said  ?  Had  she 
calculated  that  we  would  be  more  interested  in 
fish  that  had  been  caught  before  light  by  a  re- 
formed nigger?  Or  did  she  really  believe  that 
the  screechings  had  wrought  a  beneficial  and 
lasting  efi'ect  upon  her  helpmate  ? 

We  went  on  further  into  the  country.  To  go 
into  the  country  here  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  what  it  is  to  penetrate  the  wilds  of  rocky 
pastures  at  home.  Here  the  palmetto  scrub 
sends  out  its  sharp  leaves,  which  rustle  with  a 
metallic  sound.  Here  are  shining  magnolia 
leaves  and  the  sombre  foliage  of  the  live-oak; 
here  are  tangles  of  a  hundred  vines  and  bushes 
of  unknown  names,  and  to-day  there  are  pools 
nf  watPT  Rtandine  here  and  therelB.  the5aBik<i 


The  grass,  for  there  is  thickly  woven  grass,  is  a 
bright  green,  and  sometimes  there  are  wild  vio- 
lets in  it,  and  small  flowers  whose  names  we  do 
not  know.  And  do  you  not  detect  that  pene- 
trating, delicious  odor  which  comes  on 
the  wind  from  that  thicket?  It  is  the 
odor  of  yellow  jessamine,  and  the 
bushes  yonder  are  full  of  it;  they 
look  like  heaps  of  yellow  mingled  with  green. 
To  be  under  this  almost  hot  sky,  wrapped  in 
this  sunlight,  breathing  the  air  from  the  ocean, 
hearing  its  surf  a  mile  away,  and  puliing  off 
from  the  bushes  the  long  vines  of  the  jessamine 
— is  not  this  a  pleasant  way  to  spend  one's  time 
in  February?  There  is  another  sound  besides 
that  of  the  roar  of  the  waves.  It  is  the  voice 
of  the  mocking-bird.  He  is  flying  hither  and 
thither,  apparently  on  errands  of  the  greatest 
Importance.  But  he  finds  time  occasionally 
to  light  on  a  tree  or  shnib  aud  sing  as  only  he 
ean  sing.  I  think  I  shall  never  inhale  the  per- 
fume of  this  wild  jessamine  without  remembei'- 
ing  the  mocker's  song  on  this  winter  day. 

"I  didn't  know  I  was  so  greedy,"  said  Rosa- 
bel, after  a  long  silence,  during  which  wo  had 
been  pulling  down  bushes  and  unwinding  the 
twisting  vines  of  the  flower  until  we  each  had 
a  large  pile  of  the  blooms  at  our  feet ;  it  needs 
both  hands  to  pluck  jessamine.  "  See  how 
many  I  have!  and  yet  I  want  all  there  are; 
I  want  to  keep  gathering  as  long  as  there  is 
one  left." 

This  reprehensible  spirit  of  acquisitiveness  I 
find  is  shared  by  nearly  all  Northern  people 
who  come  South  and  pluck  jessamine. 

Wa  w«nl-.  thrniiorh  st.  narrow  rnaA  of.  xcredr,  sjun^J^  j 
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THE  ''GUILTY  CREATURE''   OF  KING'S 

LYNN, 

The  notice  of  the  Historical.  MSS.  Commission 
Report  on  the  i-ecords  of  Lynn,  which  appears  in 
your  last  number,  induces  me  to  submit  an  in- 
quiry which  you  may,  perhaps,  consider  of  suf- 
ficient interest  for  admission  into  your  columns. 
It  refers  to  an  occurrence  which,  under  the  title 
of  "  a  strange  accident  happening"  at  a  play,"  is 
thus  related  by  Hey  wood  in  his  'Apology  for 
Actors,'  1612,  a  curious  story,  known,  indeed,  to 
the  student,  but  unlikely  to  be  familiar  to  the 
generality  of  your  readers: 

It  followes  that  we  prove  these  exercises  to 
have  beene  the  discoverers  of  many  notorious 
murders,  long  concealed  from  the  eyes  of  the 
world.  To  omit  all  f  arre-f  etcht  instances,  we  wil 
prove  it  by  a  domestike  and  home-borne  truth, 
which  within  these  few  yeares  happened.  At 
Lin,  in  Norfolke,  the  then  Earle  of  Sussex 
players  acting  the  old  *  History  of  Fryer  Fran- 
cis,' and  presenting  a  woman  who,  insatiately 
doting  on  a  yong  gentleman,  had,  the 
more  securely  to  enjoy  his  affection,  mischievous- 
ly and  secretly  murdered  her  husband,  whoso 
ghost  haunted  her,  and,  at  divers  times,  in  her 
most  solitary  and  private  contemplations,  in 
most  horrid  and  fearef  uU  shapes,  appeared  and 
stood  before  her.  As  this  was  acted,  a  tow:  e's 
woman,  till  then  of  good  estimation  and  report, 
finding  her  conscience,  at  this  presentment,  ex- 
tremely troubled,  suddenly  skritched  and  cr3^d 
out.  Oh!  my  husband,  my  husband!  I  see  the 
ghost  of  my  husband  fiercely  threateniug  and 
menacing  me!  At  which  shrill  and  unexpected 
outcry,  the  people  about  her,  movM  to  a  strange 
amazement,  inquired  the  reason  of  her  clamour, 
when  presently,  un-urged,  she  told  them, 
that  seven  yeares  ago  she,  to  be  possest  of  such  a 
gentleman,  meaning  him,  had  poysoned  her  hus 


TO  THE  RIGHT 

BONO VR  ABLE,  EV- 

W4%  2),  Earle  of  Worceaer, 

Xord  ofChepftolI,RagIand,and  Gower, 

Knight  of  the  moft  Noble  Order  of  the 
Ganer^Maifterof  the  Horfe,  and  one 
of  the  Kings  moft  Honourable 

P  1LI!V  Y  G  O  V  N  C  E  L. 

Nowingall  the  vermes  and  en* 
dowmcnts  of  Notiliiy,  which 
floiifht  in  their  height  of  emi- 
nence in  your  Ancertors,  now, 
as  by  a  di nine  legacy,  andhuc- 
all  inheritancCjttrfuruiue  in  you; 
and  fo  confequently  from  you, to  your  truly 
ennobled  I/Tuc.  (Right  Honourable)  f  prefu- 
med  to  publifh  this  vnworthy  vvoikc  vnder 
your  gracious  patronage :  firfi:,  as  an  acknow- 
ledgement of  that  duty  I  am  bound  to  you  i  n , 
as  ajeruant.  Next,  aflfurcd  that  your  moft  id  - 
diciallcenfiu'^isasabkToapprouc  what  there- 
in is  authentikc  and  good,  as  your  Noble  and 

A  2.  accuilo- 


The  Spiflk  Dedicatory  i 

accuftomed  modcfty  will  charitably  conaiucif 
there  be  any  thing  therein  vnworchy  your  lear- 
ned approbac  ion.  Ihaue  ftriud  (my  Lord^  to 
make  good  a  fubiccfi:, which  many  through  en«» 
uy,butmoft  through  ignorance,  haucfoughc 
vioIcncly> (and  bcyo nd  merit)  to  oppugnc :  ia 
which,if  they  haue  cither  wandred  through 
fpleene,  or  erred  by  non  knowledge,  \  haue 
(to  my  power)  plainly  and  freely  iKuftrated* 
propounding  a  true,  difc(f^,  and  faithfull  dif* 
courfc,  touching  the  Antiquity,  the  ancicnc 
Dignity,  and  the  true  vfcof  Aiiors,  and  their 
quality.  If  my  indurtry  herein  be  by  the  com- 
mon Aduerfaryharfhly  receiucd,  but  by  your 
Honour  charitably  ccnfiircd,  I  haue  from  the 
iniuditious  ("whom  I  eftceme  not)  but  what  I 
cxped :  but  from  your  Lordfliip  (whom  I 
tier  rcucrence)  more  then  I  can  merit* 

*][our  Hmours  humhlj  denoted^ 

T^mas  Hcywoode 


To  my  good  Friends  and  Fellovyes, 

the  Qktj^Jclors^ 

V^t  ofmy  hufiejt  houres^  ihme  fpareA 
my  fclfe  fo  much  time(tst<^touthjo7ne' 
•^xTtictiUrs  concerning  'H/f^  ii^kpproue 
cur  Antiquity^  ancient  ^^igntty^  and 
the  true  vfe  af  our  qudtty.  T kit  it 
hath  heene  aveient^vp^  hxue  dfriued 
it  frommorethentv0othoufjtnd  yeeres  agoe^fuccrff:u^^ 
lyto  this  age.  That  it  hath  heene  ejleemtd  by  the  hefl 
4tnd  greate(l :  to  omit  all  the  noble  Patro?7s  of the  for- 
wet  vporld^  I  need  alledge  no  more  th^n  the  Roy  all 
4nd  Princely  feruiceSy  in  v:hich  r^e  now  /me.  Tifat 
the  vfe  thereof  is  authentique^  I  h due  done  my  cndca- 
wur  to  instance  by  Hifiory^  and  approve  by  autlori^ 
ty.  T0  excufe  my  ignorance  in  affecting  no  florifh  of 
Eloquence^  to  fetagloffe  vpon  my  Treati^'e^I hrue no* 
thing  to  fay  for  my  f elf e  but  this :  A  goa3^iace  needs 
no  painting^S^  a  good  caufe  no  ^cmng.Some  ouer-^ 
iurious  haue  too  liberally  taxed  vs  :  and  hee  {in  my 
thoughts)  is  held  worthy  reproofe,  vphofe  tgnoranct 
cannot  anfwere  for  it  felfe  :  I  hold  it  more  ho  ^  for 
the  guilt lejfe  to  excufe^  then  the  enuiousto  excUime^ 
K^^dr^emay  as  freely  (out  of  our  pUinneffe)  a'^fwere^ 
MS  tbey  {out  of  their  peruerfneffe  obieci)  injhncing 

tpjffcife    famous  Sc^i^^ctj  learned Doilor  G^gcr^ 

^2  Vocf^ 


TotheCitty-Adlors. 

VofforGcntilcSya^d  others,  whofe  opinions  andappnl 
uiji Arguments  on  our  part  J  hme  in  my  brief c  difconrfe 
altogether  omitted  hecmje  I  am  loath  to  bee  taxed  in 
borrowing  from  others :  and  be  fides  ^  their  Tvorkes  be^ 
ing  extant  to  the  voorld,  offer  themfelues  freely  to  euery 
mans peraf all.  I  am  profejl  aduerfary  to  none^  Irathff 
couet reconcilement ythen  oppofition^  norproceedes  this 
my  labot^r  from  any  entiy  in  me^  hut  rather  to  (hero  them 
wherein  they  erre.  So  wifhingyoti  iudiciall  Audiences^ 
hnefiPoe^Sjandtrue gatherer s^I commit yof$  4llt$  the 
fulnejfc  of bejl  vpifhes^ 

Yours  cucr. 


TO 


TO  ,THE  IVDICIALL 

R  E  A  D  E  R.^ 

Haue  vndeitooke  a  fubie6l:-(ciirtc- 
ous  Reader)  not  of  fufficient  coun- 
tenance to  bolfter  it  felfe  by  his 
ownc  ftrength;  and  therefore  haue 
charitably  jeached  it  my  hand  to 
fupport  it  againft  any  fuccecdiog 
Aduerfary.  I  could  willingly  haiic  committed  this 
worke  to  fome  more  able  then  my  felfe :  for  the 
weaker  the  Combatant^  hce  needech  the  ftron- 
ger  Armes.  But  in  extremities^  I  hold  it  better 
•  to  wcare  rufty  Armour  ^  then  to  goe  naked  ; 
yet  if  thefc  weakehabillimcnts  of  warre,  can  but 
buckler  itfrom  part  of  die  rtidetaffqts  of  our  Ad- 
uerfariesj  I  fhall  hoM  my  piincs  fiifficiently  guer- 
doned. Mypen  hath  leldome  appeared  in  Prefle 
till  noWj  I  haue  beene  cuer  too  icalous  of  mine 
owne  weakneffe,  willingly  to  thruft  into  the  Preflc:  • 
nor  had  I  at  this  time^but  that  a  kindcofnccelfity 
cnioyncd  me  to  fo  fuddcn  a  bufinefle.  I  will  neither 
ffclcwmyfclfcouer-predimtuous^inskorningthy  fa- 
uoutj  nor  too  importunate  a  beggar^  by  too  fcruiUy 
intrcating  i^i  What  thou  art  content  to  ocftow  vpon 

ray 


To  the  %eahr. 

my  pains,  I  am  content  to  accept:  if  good  thouphts^ 
thcyarcallldefire:  if  good  words,  they  arc  more 
dicnl  dcfcrue :  if  bad  opinion,!  am  forty  Ihauc  in- 
cut d  it:if  coil  language,  I  know  not  how  I  haue  me- 
rited it  :'if  any  thing  J  am  plcafed  :  if  nothing,!  am 
fatisficd,  contenting  my  felfe  with  this;  I  haue  done 
no  more  then  (had  I  beenc  called  to  account)  fhe- 
wcd  what  I  could  fay  in  the  defence  of  my  ownc 
quality. 


T.Heyvvood. 


TO 


Sffj^  cftflr^MHC  J^^HS^^r,  1^  fAw  ctr/f  a^^wM^cuf * 


In  laudcm>ncc  Opcris^nec  Authoris* 

FAIUrftn  hxc  folii  mn  folum  ThcAtris? 
( Ejfef  Sites  ffUs  qH4n:jH4m  40 Atd  Theatris ) 
UMAgnafcd  k  facta  vcmct  t  tbi^^tia  Templo, 
PoTHc  Lil^eri  f  roles  hant  inftrtHhda  Parenti. 
ZPIfif  imw  hfincnaSl^^  Librnmde-flebe^Sacerdoi 
(C^pia  TJerhortim  cni  pt^  mn  ccfia  Remm ) 
^J^atefict  t^ntHm  petet  hm;  qHAntum  nec  in  vh9 
T Tomer e  M€nfepotefl:nc€invno^orfitAn  Anno. 
2)^  quempiis  TextHrh\  hdbk  is  Nareiocutm^ 
frotiftUt excUm^  ( NefandapUcnUl)  invrbe 
( 7rob  dolor! J  Impietas  nud^k  front  e  vacatur! 
JEcceUhum  ( Vr^tres )  T)amnafido  Author e  Poetai 
Tejoremy  nee  St4  vidit^nec  Vorftitu  Ipfe 
Hxrefiarcha  valet  componere ;  Sluippe  Theatri 
AientitOi  loquitur  latides  (o  Temporal)  laudet 
Idm  ft  potts  efl^  Monachftmy  Momchiue  CuCHllum*  » 
Sacro  qnis  Laudes  vnqnam  Nomen-ve  Theatri 
Repperitin  C  A  NO  N£?  hatidvlliu  'StolidiJfimeyDogmj 
Non  (^A NONE Mfdptt  hoc  igitur^fed  Apocrjphon.  Indc 
(LymphatHm  attonitopeclHS  t undent e  Popello^ 
Et  vacuum  ijuajfante  caput  mogJlum£  tuensi) 

Sifmltor^HCHmx^  Perorati 

4i  Quod 


Quel^on  dant  Proccrcs  dcdit  Hiftrio ;  mmfe  hniinm 
O^ateriam  DeclamaHcUyflehem^  decendi. 
'  ^ms  t amen  hie  Mjftestragico  qui  Futmn4  4h  o^^ 
Tort]t$et  ?  N$m  doUtis  f  CerPe.        Metra  Cat^nii 

^uattiior  edidicit,t9tidem  <}Hoqi  C^mm^t^  ThUu 
Ieiunamc]'^catecheJinpi0ortbiiSi£Cjue 
Fart6ribHf^  Tij^fcripftt.  Liber  fttlU  hisy^ui 
Baptiftam  fimulant  vultu,Floraliaviuant: 
Giucirq;  Superciliobreuior  comzSedvenerMdos 
Grai$s  Htc  Lati^fj^fAtres  exofm  advnumtliy 
Et  Canoncs  damnans  fit  Apocryphus.  Vritur  inth. 
L^tiiibtut/l  CT  ORIS  mnltHm  m$rd^tur.  Ab  illo 
(a)Hypocrita  ^^^^  f^^  FrMd^tur'emm.  ^Unffcit}  Iniquum'ft 
proprie pcrfo-  Pra^tcr  fe  Scripto  laudctur  (a )  Hypocrita  quifquam^ 
natum  hiftrio-  VdlorJ  an  hizc  felhmii  fc^lkm  frrAta  T^ 

Anonymus^Siuc 
Pcffimus  omnium  Pocta. 

To  them  that  arc  oppofi tc  to  this  worke. 

CEafe  your  detradling  tongues  contefl:  no  more, 
Leauc  off  for  fliamc  to  woiind  the  A6lors  fame, 
Seckeratherthcir  wronged  credit  to  reftorc^ 
Your  enuy  and  detra6lions,quite  difclaime: 

You  that  hauc  tcrm^'d  their  fports  lafciuious,  yW^^ 
Wifhing  good  Princes  would  themall  exile; 
See  here  this  queftioato  the  full  difputed; 
H(?7jr^^hathyou,and  all  your  proofcs  confutedo 

Wouldfl  fee  an  Empcrour  and  his  CounfcU  graue, 
A  noble  Souldier  a6ied  to  the  life, 
A  iR^i»4i^^Tyranthow  he  doth  behaue 
Himfclfe: at  homc,abroad>  in  peace,  in  ftrifc?  (ccflc> 
Wduldft  fee  what's  loue,  what's  hatCi  what's  foulc  exi* 
Or  wouldfla  Traytor  in  his  kind  cxprcflc; 
Oar  Scageritcs  can  (bylhePoecsipen) 
Appcarc  to  you  to  bcethc  felfc  fjime  mcn» 


* 


What  thoagK  afort  for  fpight,  or  want  of  wtt^ 
Hate  what  the  bcft  allow,  the  moft  forbeare. 
What  cxcrcifc  can  you  defire  more  fit, 
Then  ftatdy  ftratagemes  to  fee  and  heare. 

What  profit  many  may  attainc  by  playcs. 

To  the  mofl:  crktickc  eye  this  bookc  difplale^,^  fl4J?agc  f 

Braue  men,  braue  a6ts,  being  brauely  afted  to«, 

Makes^as  men  fee  things  donc^defirc  to  do» 

And  did  k  nothing  but  in  pleafing  fort, 
Keepe  gallants  from  mifpcnding  of  their  time. 
It  might  fufficcryet  here  is  nobler  Jport, 
A^s well  contriu'd^good  Piofe,  and  ftatcly  rime* 

To  call  to  Church,  C«i«y4»;//bels  did  nrakc, 

Playcs,  dicc,and  drinkc  inuite  men  to  forfake: 

Their  vfc  being  godd  then  vfe  the  A6lors  well. 

Since  ours  all  other  Nations  farre  excell. 

,^   •  '         Ar:  Hopton. 


To  his  bcloiicd  friend  Maimer 

XjHQmas  Heyvvod# 

I Cannot,  though  you  write  in  your  ownc  caufe. 
Say  yolt,dc^Jc  partially;  but  muft  confeffe, 
(Whatmofl   .^n ml)you merit  due  applaufe; 
So  worthu^^yoiur  worke  becomes  the Preffej 

And  well  our  AiSlor^^may  approue  yourpaines, 

Foryou  giue  them  authority  to  play; 
Euen  whilft  the-hptteft  plague  of  enuy  raigncs. 

Nor  for  thk  warrantfliall they  ^arlypay^  / 

z  2   ^  What 


what  t  full  ftate  of  Poct5,haue  you  cited. 
To  iudge  yoiir  caufe?  and  to  our  equall  vciw 

FaireMonumentallThcatcrs  recited: 

Whofe  mines  had  bene  ruia d  but  for  you» 

Such  men  who  can  iiv  tunc,  both  raileiandfingr 
Shall  vciwmg  this,  cither  conftffc  'tis  good. 

Or  let  theiiMgnoraiicc  condemne  the  Spring, 
Becaufe'tis  merry  andrencwcs  our  bloud» 

-  «i  t4  v>  A, 

Be  therefore  your  owhe  iudgcmcnt  yourdefcnce. 
Which  fliall  approue  you  better  then  my  praifc^ 

Whilrtlinright  of  facred  Innocence,     '  •  ojiij, 
Durft  ore  each  guildedTombe  this  knowncf ruth  rjtifco 
Who  dead  would  not  be  adled  by  their  willy . 

^    It  feemcs  fucK  mcn  haue  a6led  their  liucs  illc 

JSjfjor^r  friend  Jo       Wi^B  9r^%^ 


To  my  louing  Friend  and  Fellow^ 

Thomas  Hey  woo 

THou  that  do*ft  raile  at  me  for  feeing  a  l>l^iy. 
How  wouldft  ^hou  hade  mc  {pcnd  my  idle  houresf 
Wouldft  haue  me  ina  Tauerne  drinkc  all  day  ? 
MclcinthcSunncsheate?or  walkc  out  in  (bowers? 

Gape  at  the  Lottery  from  mornc  till  cucn. 

To  heare  whofc  mottoes  blilnkes  hauc,^^  wbo  prifes? 

To  hazzard  all  at  dice(chance  fix  or  feuen.^ 

To  cardPor  bo  wlePMy  humour  thi^  dKpifcv   -  < 

But  thou  wilt  anfwcr  :None  of  thefe  I  need. 

Yet  my  tir'dfpirits  muft  haue  rccreatioiii 

What  flialll  do«  that  m?y  retirement  brc^^ 

Of  Iwwrcfrci^nrf  fd^^         what  fafcion?  ^  ^p- 


To  drabbe>eo^game,to  drinke^all  thefel  hatct 
Many  enormous  things  depend  on  thcfc. 
My  faculties  trucly  to  recreate 
With  modcft  mirth,  and  my  felfc  beft  to  plcafe 

Giuc  me  a  play;that  ao  diftaftc  can  breed, 
Proue  thou  a  Spider,  and  fro^m  flowers  fuckc  gall^ 
H'e  like  a  Bee,  take  hony  froin  a  weed  r 
For  I  was  neuer  Puritannicall. 

I  loue  nopublicke  fbothers^pritiatc  fcorners^ 
That  raile'gainft  letchcry,yct  loue  a  harlot. 
When  I  drinke/tis  in  (Ight^and  not  In  corners s 
1  am  no  open  Saint,and  fccret  varler.. 

Still  when  I  comctoplayes,I  Iouc  tofit. 

That  all  may  fee  me  in  a  publikc  place : 

Euen  in  the  ftages  front^andiaot  to  git 

Intoa  nooke^aud  hood-winke there  my  face. 
*^  This  is  the  difference ^  fuch  rvould  hane  men  deemt^ 
f '  Them  Kphat  they  are  not :  /^w  rvhat  I (eeme. 

Rich.  Perkins. 


To  my  good  friend  and  fellow^ 

T  H  O  M  A  S  H  E  Y  VV  O  O  D. 

LEt  others  taske  things  honeft:  and  to  pleafc 
Some  that  pretend  more  fti  iclnefle  then  the  j:eft> 
Exclaimcon  playesrknowlam  none  of  thcfc 
Thatin-lylouc  what  out-Iy  I  detefL 
Of  all  the  modeft  paftimcs  lean  findc. 
To  (jontent  me,of  playes  1  make  beft  yfc. 
As  moft  agreeing  with  a  generous  minde* 
ThcrefeclTcrtucscrowne.and  finnes  abtife# 

Two  hourcs  well  fpcnt,  and  all  their  paftimcs  done,' 
Whats  good  J  foHow,and  whats  bad  Ifhun. 

^  Cbri/tiifhenBjeflcn. 

a  a        *  "  T* 


*to  my  good  friend  and  fellovr* 

ThomAsHeyyyoob. 

HAuc  I  not  kno  wnc  a  man  that  to  be  hyr'd. 
Would  not  for  any  treafurc  fee  a  play, 
Reclc  from  aTaucrnc?  Shall  this  be  admir'd  ? 
When  as  another  but  the  tothcr  day. 

That  held  to  wcare  a  furplcfle  moft  vnmcec. 
Yet  after  ftood  at  TAuls-craJfe  hi  a  fheet. 

Ro&ert  f  alUnf^ 


To  my  approucd  good  friend 

M*  Thomas  H  B  Y  vv  o  o  D# 

OF  thee^tnd  thy  ^plogj  for  playcs, 
I  will  not  much  fpcakc  in  contempt  or  praifc : 
Yet  in  thcfcfollowing  lines  ireihew  my  mindc. 
Of  PIayc$,and  fuch  as  hauc  'gainfi  Playc^  repined. 
A  Play*s  a  bricfc  Efitome  of  time. 
Where  man  my  fee  his  vemie  or  his  crime 
Layd  open,  either  to  their  vices  fliamc. 
Of  to  their  vcrtues  memorable  fame. 
A  Play's  a  true  tranfparant  Chriftall  mirror. 
To  Chew  good  minds  their  mirth^thcbad  their  terror: 

Where  ftabbing,drabbing,dicing,drinking,fwcariog 
Arc  all  proclaim'd  vntQ  the  fight  and  hearing. 
In  vgly  fliapes  of  Heauen-abhorrid  finne. 
Where  men  may  fee  the  mire  they  wallow  in« 
And  well  I  know  it  makes  the  Diuell  rage. 
To  fee  his  feruants  flouted  on  a  ftagc. 
A  Whorc,aThicfe,  aPander,or  a  Bawd, 
ABrokcr^  or  a  (l)ue  that  liucs  by  fraud: 

An 


An  Vrurer.wliorc  foulc  is  inlils  chcft, 
Vntill  in  hcU  ic  comes  to  rcftlcflc  reft. 
AFly-blownc  guU,  that  fainc  would  be  a  Gallant, 
A  Raggamuffin  that  hathfpcnt  hisTallant: 
Afcl^-wifc  fooIe,that  fees  his  wits  out^ftript. 
Or  any  rice  that  fccles  it  felfe  but  nipt. 
Either  in  Tragedy,  orComedyi 
In  MoralljPaftorall,  or  Hiftory  ; 
But  ftraight  the  poyfoii  of  their  enulous  tongues^ 
Brcakes  out  in  vollyes  of  Calumnious  wrongcia 
And  then  aTinker,  or  a  Ehray-man  Avcarcs, 
1  would  the  houfe  were  firM  about  their  earcs. 
Thus  when  a  play  nips  Sathan  by  the  nofc, 
Streight  all  his  vaffails  are  the  Acftors  foes. 
But  fcare  not  man,  let  euuy  f\^^cll  and  bur% 
ProceediandbidcheDiuelldohls  worft.  * 
•  For  Playes  are  good  or  bad^as  they  are  vs'jd^ 
And  bcft  inucntions  often  are  abused. 

To  firs  euety 

loHN  TaYJ^OH. 


The  Author  to  his  Bookc. 

THe  w^orId*s  a  Theater,  the  earth  a  Stage, 
Which  God,  and  nature  doth  with  Actors  fill^ 
Kings  haue  their  entrance  id  due  equipage. 
And  fome  there  parts  play  well  and  other*  ill. 
The  beft  no  betier.are(in  this  Theater,) 
Where  euery  humor^s  fitted  in  his  kmde, 
T^This  a  true  fubiefts  afts,  and  that  a  Tray  tor,  . 
Thcfirft  applauded,  and  the  laft  confin'd 
This  plaics  an  honeft  man,  and  that  a  knaua 


So  compared 
by  the  Fa* 
ihers* 


A  gfefitl  c  pcrfon  thU,  and  he  a  clowne 
One  man  israggcd,ancl  another  brauc.     .  j^. 
All  men  hauc  parts, and  each  man  afts  his  PVyig^f;,^! 
Shea  chafte  Lady  a6leth  all  her  life, 
AwantonCurtczan  another  playes, 
This^coucts  marriage  loue^that, nuptial  ftriiEe, 
Both  in  continuall  a£lion  fpend  their  daycs. 
Some  Citizens,  fome  Soldiers,  borne  to  aduenter, 
Sheepheards  and  Sea-^men;  then  our  play's  begun. 
When  we  are  homeland  to  the  world  firft  enter. 
And  all  finde  Exin  when  their  parts  are  done. 
If  then  the  world  a  Theater  prefent^ 
As  by  the  roundnefle  it  appeares  moft  f?t. 
Built  with  ftarre-galleries  of  hye  afcent. 
In  which  lehone  doth  as  fpe6lator  fit. 
And  chiefc  determiner  to'applaud  the  beft, 
And  their  indeuours  cro wne  with  more  then  merits 
Butby  thcireuilladlionsdoomesthercft,  ' 
,  To  end  difgrac't  whilft  others  praife  inherit, 
w.rff         He  that  denyes  then  Theaters  fhould  be, 
  He  may  as  well  deny  a  world  to  me. 

Thom(ts  Heywopd. 


An  Apology  for 

Adtors,  and  firft  touching 

their  Antiquity 

O  t)  V  E  t>  by  the  fundry  exclamations  cf 
many  feditious  Se<3:ifts  in  this  age,  w'ho 
intlic  fatncs  and  ranlcncs  of  a  pcacable 
Ccmmon-w^ealth,  grow  vp  like  vnfa- 
;uet'y^uftsof  graflc,  which  though  out* 
:wardly  greencandfrcfli  to  the  eye,  yet 
T—  . ^  i .  .  aiiC^hcy  both  vnplcafant  &  vnprofitablc, 
bceiagtofo  fbwerfor  food,andtoo  ranke  forfodder:Thefc 
men  like  the  aniient  Germans,  affecting  no  fafliion  but 
their  owne,wbuld  draw  other  nations  to  bee  flouens  hkc 
them^felues,  andvndertaking  to  punfic  and  reformethc 
facred bodies  of  the  Church  and  Common-wcale  (In  the 
trew  vfeof  both  which  they  are  altogether  Ignorat,)  would 
but  like  artleflePhifitions^  for  experiment  fake,  rather  mi« 
nifter  pils  to  poyfon  the  whole  body  then  cordials  to  pre- 
lirocany  or  thi:  leaft  part.  Amongft  many  other  thinges 
tollerated  in  this  peaceable  and  florifhing  State,  it  hath 
pleafed  the  high  and  mighty  Printes  of  this  Land  to  limit 
thcvfcofcertaine  publicke  Theaters,  which  fincc  many  of 
thefe  ouer-curious  heads  haue  lauifliy  and  violently flande- 
redjT  hold  it  notamifle  to  lay  open  fome  few  Antiquities 
to  approue  thctruc  vfc  of  them,with  arguments  (not  of  the 
leaft  moment)which  according  to  the  weaknes  of  my  fpirit 
and  infancy  of  my  iudgment  I  will(by  gods  grace)commit 

B  to 


An  Apologic 


to  the  eyes  of  all  fauorable  and  iudiciall  rctders,  as  well  to 
fatisficthcrcqucftsoffomcofpur  well  qualified  fauorers,  ^ 
astoftopihc  enuious  acclamations  ofthofc  whochalengc 
to  them-fcluesa  priuiledgc  Inuc6liue,and  againft  all  free 
eftatcs  a  railing  liberty  :  Loath  am  I  (  Jproteft  )  being 
the  youngeft  and  weakeft  of  the  Neft  wherin  I  was  hatcht, 
tofoarc  this  pitch  befoi;p  others  of  the  fame  brood  more 
fledge,  and  of  bet tcrwirige  then  jrnyfelfe :  but  though  they 
whomc  more  efpccially  this  r^iskc  conccrnes  ,  both  for 
their  ability  in  writmg  and  fufficiency  in  Judgement  (a$ 
their  workes  generally  witnefTc  to  the  world: ).arc  content, 
to  ouer-flip  fo  neceffary  a  fubieft,  and  hauc  left  it  as  to  mec 
the  moft  vnwbrthy :  I  thought  it  better  to  ftammer  out  my 
mind,  then  not  to  fpcake  at  all ;  to  fcriblc  downe  a  marke  in 
the  ftead  of  writing  a  name,  and  to  ftumbic  on  the  way,  ra- 
'  thcr  then  to  ftand  ftill  and  not  to  procccdc  on  fo  njcccflfary 
alourney.  Noxer^t^&  fomnm  la]fos  fHbmifitoceltos.  ' 

It  was  about  that  time  of  the  night  when  darknes  had  al- 
ready oucrfpread  the  world,  and  a  hufht  andgcncrall/y- 
fence  poffcft  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  mens  bodycs  tyred 
with  the  bufineffe  of  the  day,  betaking  thcmfclucs  to  their 
beft  repofe,  their  neuer-fleeping  foules  labored  in  vn* 
cothdreames  and  vifions,  when  fuddcnly  appeared  to  mc 
the  tragicke  Mufc  Melpomene 
■  animofa  Trageiia. 

 mduitfi5iis  imixa  Cothumis 

^Denfum  Cefurie^  ttrcfHe  qHOtere^ue  ^apktl 
Her  heyre  rudely  diflieueled,  her  chaplet  withered,  hci^ 
Tifage  with  teares  ftayned,  her  brow  furrowed,  her  eyes' 
deie6led,nayher  whole  complexion  quite  faded  and  alte- 
red :andperufingherhabit,I  might  behold  the  colour  of 
herfrefiiroabcall  Crimfon^rcathed,  and  with  the  inue- 
nomediuice  offomeprophanefpilt  inkein  euery  place  ftai- 
ned:nay  more,  her  busken  of  all  the  wonted  Jewels  anii 
ornaments,  vtterly  defpoyled  5  about  which  in  manner  of  a 
garter  I  might  behold  thefc  letters  \yrittcn  in  a  playnr  and 


For  A^ots* 


Urge  Chara^cr, 

Behold  my  Traglcl^e  "Brnkin  rent  Mi  t  erne ^ 
Which  Kings  and  Emftrors  in  their  tymes  hme  werm. 
ThisInofoonerhadpcrusM^butfuddcnly  I  might  pcr- 
ccaue  the  inragcd  Mufc,  eaft  vp  skornflill  head;  her  cyc- 
bals  rparklcfirc,  &  a  fuddain  fliafh  of difdaine^inrcrmixt  with 
rage,  purple  her  chccke.  When  pacing  withamaieftickc 
gate  &  rowfing  vp  her  frefli  fpirif s  with  a  liuely  and  qucint 
a^ion,  fliee  began  in  thefe  or  the  like  words, 

Gr4nde  fondni  trdgiciy  tragtcos  decet  I (^othnmou 
Am  I  Ulieifemene  the  hnskend  CMufe^ 
That  held  in  awe  the  tyrants  of  the  tvorld^ 
And  pUjdf  their  Hues  in  fuhlicke  Theaters, 
Awaking  them  feare  to  jinne^  fince  fiareleffe  I 
Prefard  to  myte  their  lines  m  Crimen  Inke, 
%Anda5l  their  Jhamesineyeofall  the  world? 
Hdne  nat  Iwhift  Viee  with  a  fcourge  of  fieele^ 
Vnmaskt  flerne  Murther ;  lham*d  lafciuiotu  Lnjt^ 
FIh^  off  the  vifarfrom  grirnme  Treafons  face, 
tyfndmddc  $hcS$inne point  4t  their  vglj finnesf 
Hath  not  thu  fowerfnll  hand  tam^d  fiery  Rage, 
Kild  poyfoHoHs  Enuf  mth  her  owne  kfcne  darts, 
Choak^i  vp  the  Couetous  mouth  with  moulten  gold, 
Bmfi  $beva(l  wombe  of  eating  Gluttony^ 
{And  drownd  the  T)runk^rds  gallin  iuice  efgrapesi 
.  IhaieefiewedPrjdehispiUureonafiage, 
Layde  ope  the  vgly  Jhapes  his fleele^glajfe  hid^ 
And^nadthimf^^e  thence  p$eekfly^  Inthofe  daies 
fyhen  EmpetQitrt  vith  their  prefence grac^t  my  fceanes^ 
%Alndtffoughtmtiti  worthy  toprefentthemfelnes 
:  Satee  Emperowrs;  to^  delight  Emha^adours. 
Then  did  this  garland  flori/h,  thtn  my  Roabe 
fVasofthe  deepefi  Crimfon,  the  beft  dye  : 
Cura  Ducum  fuerai;ic  olimrcgumquc  poctx^ 
Prcmiaquc  Antiqui  magna  tulcrcChori 
fyh$  lodge  then  ifithe  hfome  of  great  Ktngs. 

S  1  S4m 
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after  the  like  rcprcfcntation  of  Alcxxnder  in  th^  Temple  of 
Hercfiles  ftanding  in  Gadcs  was  ncucr  in  any  peace  of 
thoughts,  till  by  his  memorable  exployts,  hec  had  pur- 
chased to  himfelfc  the  Bameor»^/<f^<i;/^^r:  as  Alexander  till 
hee  thought  himlclfc  of  dcfert  to  be  called  Achilles :^chtlles 
ThefeHi^  7^<?/^//^tillhehad  fufficicntly  Imitated  the  adls  of 
Hercfi/es yZnd  Hercules  t\\\  hec  held  himfclfc  worthy  to  bee 
called  the  fon  of /j«p5>(rr.  Whyfhouldnot  theliues  of  thefc 
worthyeSjprefented  inthefe  our  dayes,  efFcfl  the  like  won- 
ders in  the  Princes  of  our  times,  which  can  no  way  bee  fo 
exquifitly  dertionftrated,  nor  fo  liuely  portrayed  as  by  a<3:i- 
onrOratoryis  akindofafpeaking  picture,  therefore  may 
fome  fay^is  it  notfufticient  to  difcourfc  to  the  eares  of  prin- 
ces the  fame  of  thefc  conquerors :  Painting  likewifc,  is  a 
dumbeoratory,thercforcmay  wc  not  as  well  by  fome  cu- 
rious PigmiilioHy  drawe  their  conqucfts  to  worke  the  like 
loue  in  Princes  towards  thefc  Worthyes  by  fhewing  them 
their  pidturcs  drawne  to  thelife,a$  it  wrought  on  thcpppre 
painter  to  bee  inamored  of  his  owne  ftiadqwj  I  anfwcr  thi»» 
Non  mAgisM^eJfi  vnltUi  fer  AhenUfigM  j 
£luam  p^r       opusyfnores oftimi^ue vsrornm 
CUr  or  nm  apparent. -^"^--^ 
,  The  vifstge  is  no  better  cut  in  hra^dy 
.    Nor  eanthe  Career  fvexpre^ethe  fiiei 
As  doth  the  Poets pcnnevfhofe  arts  furfAjft, 
To  giue  mens  hues  andvertues  their  dnegra, ce. 
A  Defcription  is  only  a  fhadow  receiued  by  the ti^rc  biit 
not  percciued  by  the  eye:  fo  liuely  portrature  is  meerely  a 
forme  fecncby  the  eye,  but  can  Either  fliewaftion,  pafli- 
cn,rnotion,or  any  other  geftiTre,  to  mooue  thofpir  its  of  the 
beholder  to  admiration :  but  to  fee  a  fouldier  fliap'd  like  a 
fouldier,walkc/peake,a£l  like  a  fouldi  er:  to  fee  a  HeBor  all 
befmered  in  blood,  trampling  vpon  thebulkes  of  Kinges. 
A  7r<7/iW  returning  from  the  BcW  in  the  fight  of  hisfather 
ymw.asif  mm  and  hprfp  cuen  from  the  fteed^i  rough 
fetlockcs  to  the  plume  in  tbc  chan^ionSi  helmet  had  bene 

together 


together  plunged  into  apurple  Ocean :  To  fee  a  Pompey 
ride  in  triumph,  then  ^  Ctfar  conquer  that  T^ewfey:  labou- 
ring aliuc,  hewing  his  paffigc  through  the 
Alpcs^To  fee  as  I  hauc  fecne,  H^rr///<f/ in  his  owne  fiiapc 
hunting  the  Boare,  knocking  downc  the  Bull ,  taming 
the  Hart,  fighting  with  Hydra,  murdering  Gerioriy  {\z\x^-^ 
tringD/i?w^^, wounding  the  SrimphMltdfs, killing  the  Cen- 
taurs, pafliing  the  Lion,  fqueezing  the  Dragon,  dragging 
(^crbtri44  in  Chaynes,andlaftIy,on  his  high  Pyramides  wri- 
ting Nilvltra^  Oh  thcfe  were  fights  to  make  an  Alexundtr. 

Toturnetoour  domeftickc  hyftorics,  whatEnglifli 
blood  feeing  the  perfon  ofany  bold  Englifh  man  presen- 
ted and  doth  not  hugge  his  fame,  and  hunnye  at  his  valor, 
purfuing  him  inhis  enterprife  withhisbcft  wifhes,anda$ 
bceing  wrapt  in  contemplation,  offers  to  him  in  his  hart 
all  profperous  performance,  as  if  the  Perfonater  were  the 
man  Perfonated,  fo  bewitching  a  thing  isliuelyand  well 
^iritcd  action,  that  it  hath  power  to  new  mold  the  harts, 
of the  /peculators  and  fafhion  them  to  the  fliapc  of  any  noble 
and  notable  attempt.  What  coward  to  fee  his  contryman 
valiant  would  not  bee  afiiamtfd  of  his  owne  cowardife? 
What  Englifh  Prince  fliould  hec  behold  the  true  portraturc 
cfthat  zmoMsYlvci^Edtvard  the  third,  foraging  France, 
taking  fo  great  a  King  captiue  in  his  owne  country,  quai-. 
tcring  the  Englifh  Lyonswith  the  French  Flower-delyce, 
and  would  not  bee  fuddenlylnflam'd  with  fo  royalla  /pec- 
tacle,beingmadeapt  andfitfor  the  like  atchicuement.  So 
of  Henry  the  fift :  but  not  to  be  tedious  in  any  thing.  Ouid  m 
one  ofhis  poems  holds  this  opinion,that  Romultu  was  the 
firft  that  bVoght  plaies  into  Italy,which  he  thus  fcts  dovvnc 

Primpu ^llicitos feciftiRomule LudoSu  . 
Cum  writ  viduos  rapta /atfwa  vtrcs  ^ 
Tunc  neqne  marmoreopendebant  v^U  Theatre, 
Which  -wee  Enghjh  tht4S^ 
ThonnobleKomnhis  firfl  playeseontrincs^ 
To  get  thj  mddowcd  foHldim  Sabine  'p^jntu 

In 
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Inthofe  dayef  from  the  marble  ho$ife  AU waui 

No  (aile,  no  fdkcn flaggy  i  or  enjigne  braUe. 

Then  vfffU  theTragick?  fi^ge  notpmted  red. 

Or  any  mixed jUines  on  fillers  ffred. 

Then  dU the  Sceanencvant  ^rt^  tkvnreadyjlage 

py as  made  ofgraffe  and  earth  in  that  rude  age : 

ty^hoHt  therphich  were  thicke-lean* d branches fUced^ 

Nor  did th^^Hdients  holithemfelues  dtfgraced 

OftHrfe  and  heathy  fods  to  makfi  their  feat  es^ 

Framed  in  degrees  ofearth,and  maJJy  peatef^ 

Th'.ps  placed  inordtr^euery  Rommpryd 

Into  her  face  that  fate  next  by  his  fde ; 

^nd  clo^ng  with  her y  feucr ally  gan  moue^ 

IT  he  innocent  Sabine  yeomen  to^  their  hue : 

t^ndwhil'/i  thepifer  Thufcusmde/y plaid, 

tyindby  thrice  (lamping  whh.hisfoote  hadnMde 

Apgnevmo  the  refiy  there  i6:>asa'Piouty 

Whofe  fhrillrepori pierfi  all  tjje  aire  about. 

Now  at  ajigne  ofrape giuenfrom  the  Kpng^ 

Round  through  the  hoH^e  the  lufiy  RomaJ^^s flings 

Leaning  no  corner  of  the  (ame  vnfoHght, 

T^ill  euery  r>ne  a  frighted virghrcxught. 

L ooke  as  the  trer^biing  ii>  me  t  he  Sa^le  fljes, 

Or  *iy^ng  Lambewhenk-  the  fVorlfe  efffjes  j 

So  ran  the  f  sore girlss.  filling  theatre  with  skreekff^ 

Empty  ingof  all  thi  colour  their  pale  cheeses:. 

One  fkarepofjesi  them  all^but  not  onelooke, 

7  bis  tearet  her  hair^^  J^e-^hath  her  wits  firf  foke^ 

Somefadty  (it^  fome  on  their  mothers  c  ill^ 

S0ne  chafi^fome flye,  fome  flay , but  frighted alL 

Thpu  were  the  rautfh'd  Sabine s  blujhing  ted 

("Becomming  fhame)vnto  each  Romans  bed. 

jfanj  firiu^d  againFi  it,  freight  her  man 

Would  take  her  on  hit  kfiee  ( whom  fear ^  m^de  rPJn) 

And  fay;  IVhyweep^^T:  thou  fweet?  what  ailes  my  deere? 

Dry  vp  thefe  droff^thefedowds  offorrow  cleere. 
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Itehe ti  thie^ifth$n  thy £riejS  m/t  fmothsr, 
Sftfh  as  th J  father  was  vptp  thy  met  her. 
FHllwelicouldVKOmvXus  his  Souldicrs  fUaffy 
Togiut  thefnfuckfAtremi(lrejlei  04  thefe. 
•  Iffnch  rich  wages  thou  m/rgi»e  to  me^ 
Great  RomriliUythyfcnldter  Irrill'e, 

Romtsh^  hailing  ercftcd  the  walles  of         and  leading 
vndcr  him  a  warhkeNatien,  being  iii  continuall  warrc 
Vfiihiht  SahtneSy  after  the  choyce  fele6lingofa  place,  fit 
for  fo  famous  a  Citty^and  not  knowing  how  to  people 
thcfamc,  his  traine  wholly  confifting  of  Souldicrs,  who 
\\'ithoutthe  company  of  women  (they  not  hauingany  in 
their  Arm^)  could  not  multiply  .  but  fo  were  likely  that 
their immortall fames  fliould  dye  iffulefTe  with  their  mor- 
tal! bodies.  Thus  therefore  Romi/HSilcuifcd ;  After  a  parle 
tndattonement  made  with  the  neighbour  Nations,  hce 
built  a  Theater,  plaine,  according  to  the  time ;  yet  large^fit 
for  the  cntcrtainemcnt of  fo  great  an  Affembly,  andthefc 
were  they  whofc  famous  iffue  peopled  the  Cittieof /{<7w^, 
which  in  after  ages  grew  to  fuch  height,  that  not  Troy, 
founded  by  Dardmifs^  Carthage  layed  by  T)idoy  Tytu  built 
by  Agewry  Memphis  made  by  Ogdous^Theba  (eated  by  ^^Z- 
mtss^noT  Babylon  reared  by  ^^pw/V^^^w,  were  any  way  equal! 
to  this  fituation  grounded  by  RonrsslHsi  to  w  hich  all  the 
difcouered  kingdomes  of  the  earth  after  became  tributa- 
ries, Andinthe  noone-tideof  their  glory,  and  height  of 
all  their  honor,they  edified Tbeaters^and  Amphi-thcaters : 
for  in  their  flcurifliing  Common-weale,  their  publike  Co^ 
wedians  2nd  Traaediofis  mod  floriflied,  infomuchthat  the 
Tragickc  and  ^omicke  Poets,  were  all  generally  ad- 
mired ofthepeoplc,  and  particularly  euery  man  ofhispri* 
uate  Meci^as. 

In  the  rcigne  of  Augufltu  Chrlft  was  borne,  and  as  well  ^^P^^'^^f^  Au^ 
in  his  daycs  as  before  his  birth,  thefe  folcmnities  were  held  ^ch^uT' 
inthcgrcatcft  eftimation.  In  iHlims  (^afars  time,  predecef-  imfelante  Ti- 
for  to  the  fanitus  hony-cong'd  Orator  Cicero  bemmcifixus. 
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floriflied ;  who,  amongft  many  other  his  eloquent  0:nU 
onSjWrit  certaine yet  extant,  ior  i\^  Comedian Rofcuu  (pro 
Kofcio  CoTndiio )  of  whom  we  fhall  fpcakc  more  larae  here- 
after. Thefe  continued  in  their  honour  till  the  rcigne  of  TU 
iferii44  ^  afar  J  ^ndvndtr  Til^eri.^j  Chriftvvas  crucified.  To 
this  end  do  I  vfe  this  alTertion,  becaufein  thefull  and  per- 
fc6ltimeourSauiourfoiurnedon  the  earth,  eucnin  thofc 
happy  and  peaceful!  dayes  the  fpacious  Theaters  were  in 
the  greateft  opinion  amongft  the  Romans;  yet,  neither 
Chrid  himfelfe,nor  any  of  his  fandified  Apo{iles,in  any  of 
their  Sermons,  Afts,  or  Documents,  fo  much  as  named 
them,or  vpon  any  abufiucoccafion, touched  them* There- 
fore hence  (me  thinkes)  a  very  probable  and  important  ar- 
gument may  be  grounded,  that  fincethey,in  their  diuinc 
wifdomes,  knew  all  the  finnes  abounding  in  the  world  be- 
fore that  time,  taxt  and  reproucd  all  the  abufes  reigning  in 
that  time,  and  forefawallthe  a6lions  and  inconucniences 
{'to  the  Church  preiudiciall)  in  the  time  to  come;  Since 
iheyfl  fay)  in  all  their  holy  doctrines,  bookcs^and  princi- 
ples of  Diuinity,  were  content  to  pafle  them  oucr,  as 
things  tollerated,  and  indifferent,  wny  fiiould  any  nice  and 
oucr-fcrupulous  head$,fince  they  cannot  ground  their  cu* 
rioufne{fe  either  vpon  the  old  or  new  Teftament,  take  vp- 
on themtocorrcft,  controulc,  and  carpeatthat,  againft 
which  they  cannot  finde  any  text  in  the  facred  Scriptures? 

In  the  time  of  Nero  C'^e/ary  the  Apoftle  Paiil  was  perfe- 
cured  and  fuffered,  N'ero  was  then  Empcrour,  Papfl  writ  his 
Epiftle  to  theRomans,  and  at  the  fame  time  did  the  Thea- 
ters moftflorifh  amongft  the  Romans  yet  where  can  we 
^uotc  any  place  in  his  Epiftlcs^  which  forbids  the  Church 
of  God,then  rcfident  in  Rome,  to  abfcnt  themfclues  from  a- 
ny  fuch  afTemblies* 

To  fpeake  my  opinion  with  all  indiffercncy,  God  hath 
not  cnioyncd  vs  to  wcare  all  our  apparrell  folely  to  defend 
jthc  coldi'Somc  garments  we  wcare  for  warmtb,  others  for 
ornaments  So  did  thechildreaof  Ifrad^^^ 
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tkcir  eare«i  nor  wasit  by  the  law  forbidden  them  .That  pu- 
rity isnot  looVtfor  at  our  hands,  being  mortall  and  hu- 
mane ,  that  is  required^Df  the  Angels,  being  celeftiall  and 
diuinc*  God  made  vs  ef  earth,  men;  knowes  our  natures, 
difpofitions  and  imperfeftions,  and  therefore  hath  limi- 
ted vs  a  time  to  reioyce,  as  hee  hath  cnioyned  vsatimc  to 
mourne  for  our  trahfgreflios.  And  I  hold  them  more  fcru* 
pulous  than  well  aduifed,  that  goe  about  to  take  fromvs 
the  vfc  of  all  moderate  recreations*  Why  hath  God  ordai. 
jiedfor  man,varietieof  meates,  dainties  and  delicates,  if 
not  jtotafte  thereon?  why  doth  the  world  yeeld  cboyce  of 
honeft  paftimes,  if  not  decently  to  vfe  them?  Was  not  the 
Hare  made  to  be  hunted/ the  Stagge  to  be  chaced;  and  fo 
ofallotherbeafts  ofgame  in  their  feuerall  kindes  ?finct 
God  hath  prouidedvs  ofthefepaftimes,whymay  wee  not 
vfc  them  to  his  glory?  Now  if  you  aske  me  why  were  not 
the  Theaters  as  gorgcoufly  built  in  all  other  Cities  of  Italy 
as  Reme}^ And  why  arc  not  Play-houfes  maintained  as  w«ll 
in  other  Cities  of  England^  M London?  my  anfwerc  is  :  It  is 
not  meet  cucry  mcane  Efquire  fliould  carry  the  part  belon- 
ging to  one  of  the  Nobility,  or  for  a  Noble -man  to  vfurpc 
theeftate  of  a  Prince.  Romev^2S  ^LMetrof$Us\^'^\zct  whi- 
ther all  the  nations  knowne  vndcr  the  Sunne,  reforted  :  fb 
is  LondoHy  and  being  to  receiue  all  Eftatcs,  all  Princes,  all 
Nations,  therefore  to  afFoord  them  all  choyce  of  paftimes, 
/pprts,and  recreations:  yet  were  there  Theaters  in  all  the 
greateft  Cities  of  the  world,  as  we  will  more  largely  parti- 
cularize hereafter. 

Incuer  yet  could  read  any  Hiftory  of  any  Common- 
weale,whichdid  not  thriue  &  profper  whilft  thefe  publikc 
folemnities  were  held  in  adoration.  Oh  bui(fay  hmt)Mar^ 
r^/c^//ri?//Wbanifhtallfuch  triuiall  exercifcs  beyond  the  i 
confines  of /^^/j^Jadccd  this  Empcrour  was  a  Philofopher 
of  the  fe6l  of  Diogenes  ^  a  Cinickc,  and  whether  the  hand  of 
DAj^/wtfj"  would  become  aftepter,  ora  root  better,  I  Icauc 
to  yout  iud^iftchcs*This:idf^rJ//^  was  a  grcait  &  fliarpe  re- 
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proucr,  wiiobecaufe  the  Matrons  and  Ladic5  ofRmd,  in 
fcorne  of  hispcrfon  made  a  play  of  hirn;in  his  time,inter- 
didtcd  the  vfc  of  their  Theaters.  So^-becaufc  his  wife  F^^- 
yfi/'i^fplaidfalfe  with  him, he  generally  exclaimed  againftall 
women  rbccaufehimf  lfe could  nottoiichan  Inftrument, 
he  banifht  all  the  Mufirians  in  Rome^  and  beirig  a  meere  co- 
ward, put  all.chc  Gladiators  and  fvvord-playcrs  into  cxiJe^ 
And  left  his  ovvnc  fufpeded  life  fiiould  be  againe  a<5ted  by 
the  Comedians,  as  it  before  had  becne  by  the  noble  Ma- 
trons, he  profeft  himfelfeaduerfary  to  all  ofthat  quality/o 
feuere  a  reformation  ofthewcale publike  hee  rfed,  reftrai* 
ningthc  Citizens  ofthcir  free  liberties,  which  till  hisdaies 
was  not  feenc  in  i?m^^biit  what  profited  this  the  wcale 
publicke/do  but  perufc  the  ancient  P^oman  Chronicles,  & 
you  Aiall  vndoubrcdly  finde,that  from  the  time  of  this  pre- 
cife  Emperour,  that  ftately  City,  whofe  lofty  buildings 
crowned  feuenbigh  hilsat  oncc,and  oner -peered  them  all, 
ftreight  way  began  to  hang  the  head,  by  degrees  the  for^ 
reigne  kingdomes  reuolted,  ami  the  homage  done  them 
by  ftra-ngeNadon-S^wasinalittlefpacc  quite  abrogated  :r 
for  they  gouerned  all  the  world,fome  vnder  Confuls/om  t 
vnder  PiO-confuls,  Prcfidents  and  Pretors,they  diuided 
their  dominions  and  countryes  into  principalities, fome  in- 
to Prouinces,fo.me  into  Toparchyes^  fome  into  TetrJr- 
chyef  ,fome  intoTribes,others  into  Ethnarchyes :  but  now; 
their  homage  ceart/cJJ'/'^rc^e^^js^r^A^^  ended  their  mirtb^ 
which  prefaged  that  fliortly  after  fTiould  begin  their  for- 
row,hebanifht  their  liberty,  &  immediatly  followed  their 
bondage.  For  Komey  which  till  then  kept  alltlie  Nations 
of  the  world  in  fubieftluc  awe,was  in  a  little  fpace  awd 
uen  by  theb'afeft  nations  .of the  world.  Toleaue  Itaij;,  and 
lookebacke  into  CJ^re'^/:^,  the  Sages  and  Princes  of  ^recia^ 
who  for  the  refinedncffe  of  their  languagc>wcre  in  fuch  re- 
putation through  the  world,  that  all  other  tongues  wefc 
cfteemed  barbarous  J  Thefe  that  were  the  firft  vnderftan- 
,  4cri,cramcd¥p their  youthM  Nobility  to  bcc  ASprs  .de- 
barring 

( 


For  A(florSt 

barring  the  bafeMechanickcsfo  worthy  miploymehttfor 
none  but  thcyong  Heroes  were  admitted  thatprailHe,  fa 
to  embolden  them  in  the  dehuery  of  any  forraine  Embaffy. 
Thefe  wife  men  of  QrTecs{p  called  by  the  Oracle)  could  by 
their  induflry  ,  finde  out  no  ncereror  direiter  couric  to 
plant  humanity  and  manners  in  the  hearts  ofihe  multitude 
then  to  inftru^l  them  by  moralized  my  (}eries,what  vices  to 
auoydjVihat  vertucs to  embrace;  what  enormitycsto  a- 
bandon,  what  ordinances  toobfcrur:  whofe  hues  ("being 
forfomefpeciallcndowmcnts'in  former  times  honoured) 
they  fhould  admire  and  follow;  whofe  vicious  actions 
(perfonated  in  fome licentious  liucr)  they  (hould  defpife  & 
fhiinnc :  which  borne  out  as  well  by  the  wifedomeof  the 
Poet,  as  fopported  by  the  worth  ofthe  Aitors,  wrought 
fuch  impreffion  in  the  hearts  ot  the  pl^^be^that  in  fliort  fpace 
they  excelled  mciuil  ity  and  gouerncment,  infomuch  that 
from  them  all  the  neighbour  Nations  drew  their  patternes 
of  Humanity,as  well  in  the  cftabhihing  of  their  htwes,  as 
the  reformation  of  their  manners.  ThcfcU^t^^i  zndGyw^ 
nofcfhifl^e^  thatliu'd('  aslmayfayj  in  the  childhood  and 
infancy  of  the  world,  before  it  knew  how  to  fpeake  perfe- 
6Hy,  thought  eucn  m  thofe  dnyes^  that  Adiion  was  the  nec- 
re^wayto  plant  vnderftanding  in  the  hearts  of  the  igno- 
ranf.Yea(but  fay  fome^^you  ought  not  to  confound  the  ha- 
bits of  either  fex,  as  to  letyourboyes  wcare  the  attires  of 
virgins, &c.  To  which  I  anfvvere  The  Scriptures  are  not 
alwayes  to  be  expounded  meerely, according  to  the  letter  : 
({ox  in  fuch  eftate  ftands  our  may  Je  Sacramentall  Contro- 
uerficj  but  they  ought  exaftlytobce  conferred  with  the 
purpofe  they  handle.  To  do  as  the  Sodomites  did^vfc  prc- 
pofterousluftsin  prepofteroushabits,  is  in  that  text  flatly 
and  feuerely  forbidden :  nor  can  I  imagine  any  man,  that 
hathinhim  any  tafteor  relifh  of  Chriftianity,  to  be  guil- 
ty of  fo  abhorred  a  finne.  Befides,itis  not  probable,  that 
Playcs  were  meant  in  that  text,  becaufe  we  read  not  of  any 
Flaycs  known^  in  that  time  that  Deuicronmit  yvas  writ, 

C  3  among 


An  Apology 

trtibng  the  Children  of  Ifrael,  nor  do  I  hold  it  lawful!  t5 
beguile  the  eyes  of  the  world  in  confounding  the  fliapcs 
of  cither  fcx,  as  to  kcepe  any  youth  in  the  habit  of  a  virgin, 
or  any  virgin  in  the  fliape  ot  a  lad^to  fhroud  them  from  the 
eyes  of  their  fathers,  tutors,  or  protecSl-ors.  or  to  any  other 
finifter  intent  whatfoeuer.  But  to  fee  our  youths  attired  in 
the  habit  of  women,  who  knowes  not  what  their  intents 
be?  who  cannot  diftinguifh  them  by  their  names,  aflured^ 
ly  knowingjthey  arc  but  to  rcprcfent  fuch  a  Lady,  at  fuch  a 
timeappoynted? 

Do  not  the  VniuerfitieSj  the  fountaines  and  well  fprings 
of  all  good  Arts, Learmng  and  Documents,admit  the  like 
in  their  Colledges  ?  and  they  (I  aflure  my  fclfe)  are  not  ig- 
norant of  their  true  vfe.  In  the  time  of  my  refidencc  in  Cam^ 
^r/^^,IhauefecneTtagedyes,  Comcdyes^  Hiftoryes^Pa- 
ftorals  and  Shewes,pubhckly  fl£ted,in  which  Graduates 
good  place  and  reputation, haue  bene  fpecially  parted:  this 
is  held  neceffary  for  the  emboldening  of  their  /»;;itfr  fchol- 
Icrs-i  to  armc  them  with  audacity,  a^ainfi  they  come  to  bee 
imploycd  inany  publickc  cxercife,  asinthereading,of  the 
Diale6Vickc,Rhetoricke,EthickejMathematicke,thc  Phy* 
ficke^or  Metaphyfickc  Lc6lures,  It  teacheth  audacity  to 
the  bafhfuU  Grammarian,  beeing  newly  admitted  into  the 
priuatc  CoUcdgc,  and  after  matriculated  andentredVsa 
member  of  the  Viiiuerfity,  and  makes  him  a  bold  Sophi* 
flcr,toargue^r(7^f<?»rr^,tocompofehis  Sillogifmes^  Ca- 
thcgoricke,orHypotheticke((impIe  orcompound)to  rca* 
fon  and  frame  a  lufficient  argument  to  proue  his  queflions, 
or  to  defend  zny^^oma^  to  diftinguifli  of  any  Dilemmia,& 
bcable  to  moderate  in  any  Argumentation  whatfoeuer. 

To  come  to  Rhetoricke,  it  not  onely  emboldens  a  fchol- 
Icr  to  fpeake,  but  inltru£ls  him  tofpeake  well,  and  with 
iudgemcntjto  obferue  his  comma's,ccIons,  &  full  poynts^ 
his  parenthcfes,  his  breathing  fpaces,  and  diftindHons,  to 
keepea  decorum  in  his  countenance,  neither  to firowne 
i^^hcn  hefliould  fmiie,  nor  to  make  Ynfecmeiy  and  difgut- 
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'Ted  Faces  in  tRe  *<3eliuery  of  his  words,  riot tdftirc  with  his 
eics,draw  awry  his  mouch^confpfid  hisvoice  in  the  hollow 
of  his  throat,  or  tearchis  words  haftily  betwixt  his  teeth, 
neither  tobuftet  his  deske  like  a  mad-  man^nor  ftand  in  his 
place  like  aliucleflc  Image, demurely  plodding,  &  without 
any  fmooth  &  formal  motio.Ic  inftruils  him  to  fit  his  phra- 
fcs  tohisa6tion,and  his  aftiontohis  phrafe,  and  hispro- 
tiuntiation  to  them  both* 

ThUj  in  his  bookc^^  ^awm  Heremium^/rcquiTcs  fiue 
things  in  an  Orator,  /mention,  Di^poJitiort^  Ehquution  Me-- 
mory^  and  Prortmtiation,  yet  all  are  imperfect  without 
the  fixt, which  is  ^Si^n:  for  be  his  iriucntion  neuer  fo  flu- 
ent and  exquifite,  his  difpofition  and  order  neuer  foe oifi* 
pofedand  formall,  his  eloquence^  and  elaborate  phrafes 
neuer  fomateriall  and  pithy,  his  memory  neuer  fo  nrmc  & 
retentiue.,his  pronuntiatrpn  neuer  fo  muficall  and  plaufiue, 
yet  without  a  comely  and  ekgant  gefture,  a  gratious  and  a 
bewitching  kinde  of  aftion,  a  naturall  and  a  familiar  moti- 
on of  the  head,the  hand,  the  body,  and  a  moderate  and  fit 
countenance  futable  to  all  the  reft,  I  hold  all  the  reft  as  no- 
thing. A  deliuery&  fwcet  acSliois  the  gloffe  &  beauty  of  any 
difcourfe  that  belongs  to  a  fcholler.  And  this  is  the  aftioii 
behooucfullin  any  thatprofeflc  this  quality,  not  to  vfe  a- 
ny  impudent  or  forced  motion  in  anypart  ofthebody,  no 
rough,  or  other  violent  gefture,  nor  on  the  contrary,  to 
ftand  like  a  ftiffe  ftarcht  man,but  to  quaUfie  cuery  thing  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  theperfon  perfbnatcdrfor  in  ouer- 
afting  trickes,  and  toyling  too  much  in  the  anticke  habit  of 
humors^  men  of  theripeft  defert,  grcateft  opinions,  and 
beftrcputations,may  breake  into  the  moft  violent  abfur- 
dities.I  takc  not  vpon  me  to  teach,  but  to  aduifc:  for  it 
becomes  my  Imiority  rather  to  b«  pupildmy  felfr,thcnta 
inftruil  others. 

T6procced,and  to  looke  intpthofcmcjnth^tpjrfcflc 
tbcmfeiucs  aiuerfarics  to  this  quality, they  arc  none  of  the 
graucft^and  moft  ancient  Doilors  of  the  Academy,  but 
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ondf  a  fort  of  findc-faiilc5,  fuch  as  interefl  their  prodigall 
tongues  in  all  mens  affaires  withaut  rcfpeft.  Thcfcl  haue 
heard  as  liberally  in  their  fupcrficiall  cenfures,  taxetheex- 
crcifcs  performed  in  their  Collcdgcs,  as  thcfeailcdon 
eurpubiicke  ftagcs,  not  looking  into  the  true  5^dire6l 
vfeof  cither, but  ambitioufly  preferring  their  ownepre* 
fumptuous  humors,  before  the  profound  and  authenticall 
iudgcments  ofali  the  learned  Dodlors  ofthc  Vniuerfitie. 
Thus  you  fee,  that  touching  the  antiquity  of  A^ors^  and 
A^lingjthey  haue  not  beene  new  lately  begot  by  any  rp- 
ftarc  inuention,  but  I  haue  denuedthcm  from  the  nrftO- 
limpiads,  and  I  fliall  continue  the  vfe  of  them  euen  till  thit 
prcfcntagc.  And  fo  much  touching  their  antiquity* 
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their  ancient  Dignitie. 

The  Se  c  o  nd -  B  o  o  ke, 

VLIVS  ^(^4?  ^i?,  the  famous  Con- 
qucrour^difcourfing  with  LZlarcm  Cice^ 
r^^jthc  as  famous  Orator^,  amongft  many 
other  matters  debated^  It  pleafed  the 
Empcrour  to  aske  his  opinion  of  the  Hi- 
flriones,  the  players  of/it^wtfjpretendmg 
fomc  cawellagainft  them,  as  menwhofc 
imploymcnt  in  the  Common-wealc  was  vnneccflary :  to 
whom  (^tcero  anfvvered  thus :  Content  thee.Ccf/ir^thcrc  bee 
many  heads  buficd&  bewitched  withthcfepaftimes  now 
in /f<7;w^,  which  othcrwife  would  be  inquifitiuc  afcerthee 
and  thy  greatncfle.  Which  anfwere,  how  fufficiently  the 
Emperour  approued,  may  bee  conieilured  by  the  many 
guiftsbeftowed,  and  priuiledges  and  Charters  after  gran- 
ted to  men  of  chat  quality.  Such  was  likcwifc  the  opinion 
ofa  great  ftatefman  of  this  land,  about  the  timethat  ccr- 
tainebookcs  were  called  in  queftion.  Doubtleflfe  there  be 
many  men  of  that  tcmper,who  were  they  not  carried  away, 
and  weaned  from  their  owne  corrupt  and  bad  difpofition, 
^nd  by  accidcntall  meancs  rcmoued  and  altered  from  their 
dangerous  and  fullen  inrcndments,would  be  found  apt  and 
prone  to  many  notorious  and  trayterous  pra6lifes.  Kings 
&  Monarches  are  by  God  placed  and  inthroaned  fufr,^  noSy 
abouc  vs,&  we  areto  regard  them  as  the  Sun  from  whom 
w^crecciue  the  light  to  hue  vnder,  whofe beauty  &  bright- 
acflc  wc  may  oncly  admire^  not  meddle  with :  Nc  iHi^mtu 
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cumDtjSy  they  that fiioot  at  the  ft  ires  ouer  their  heads^ 
their  arrowcs  fall  direftly  downc  and  wound  themlelues* 
But  this  allufionmay  bee  better  referred  to  thevfcofafti. 
onpromifed  in  our  third  Treatife.  Thcnto  their  Dignity, 
which  next  and  immcdiatly  (by  Gods  grace j  curpurpofe 
is  to  handle. 

The  word  7>^^^^;  ,  is  detiued  from  the  Grceke  word 
Tf:tjpf,  Caper  a  goat,  bccaufe  the  goat  being  a  beaft  moft  in- 
iurious  to  :hc  vines,  was  facrificed  to  'BacchrA :  Hcen  upon 
Z)/Wm^  writes,  that  Tragedies  had  their  firft  names  from 
the  oblations  due  to  Eacehm\  or  elfe  of  t/i^/J  ^  a  kinde  of  pain- 
ting, which  the  Tragedians  of  the  old  time  vfed  to  ftaync 
their  faces  with.  By  the  ccnfure  of  Hor^se/rhe/fi^y\}^s  the 
firft  Tragickc  writer.  ^ 

Ign9tHm  Tragic£genHS  inveni^e  Camen<t 
DicitHr^  &  pUujiris  Vfxijfe  poemata  Thefpis. 

The  vnkpowne  Tr^gicke  LMufe  Th efpis firft fought^ 
^ndher  high  Poem  in  her  Chariot  brought. 
This  Thejpis  was  an  Athenian  Poet,  borne  in  Thefpina,  a 
free  townc  in  'Bcetia  by  He/icon^oi'him  the  nine  Mufes  were 
called  The/piades.Buthy  the  ceiifurc  of ^uinttliany  ti^fchi- 
/<f/was  before  him,  but  after  them  Sophocles  znd  Ef^ripides 
F0ltcLyirglL    clothed  their  Tragedies  in  better  ornament.  Liuitis 

dronictu  was  the  firft  that  writ  any  iJ^?tti4»Tragedy,in  which 
kinde  ofpoefie  tAcciuSyPacuviHS^  Seneca^  and  Ouidif^sc^r 
celled. 

Odd.Amerum.        ^^'P^^^  tamenfamplt  cnracfs  Tragedia  nofira, 
lib.  X,  £leg,  i^*        Cretiit ^ifit  huic  operi  qmmltbet  aptns  eram* 

ThefccptredT ragedy  thenprooa'd  oarmt^ 

And  to  that  worke  v^e  found vs  apt      fit  .. 

Againe,  in  his  fift Booke detriHihus  Eleg.  S. 

Carmen  qu$d  vejlro faltari  no  fir  a  Theatro 
Verfibus  &  plaudijcribis  {amice)  meis. 

Deere  friend  thou  writ^fi  our  LMufe  is'^mongfl  yonfong^ 
And  in  J  our  Theaters  wthplMditsrong. 

Likewifr 


Likcwifein  his  Epiftlcto  Jugujffif^wnt  from  thepon- 
ficke  Ifland,  whither  he  was  baniflit. 

Et  dedimus  tragicisfcriftum  regale  C^thurnif^ 
^jiaqigrauis  debet  vet CethnrHtis  habet. 

fVith  royal  I  fide  fpeakes  onr  Cothurnate  Mufe^ 
ty^baskindfhrafe  in  iftskj»  dplajesv^e  vfe. 

The  word  Comedy  is  dcriued  from  the  Grcekc  word 
K*/^^a  ftrcct^and  •«/^,C74»^«/,a  fong,aftrectfong,as  fignify- 
ing  there  was  cuer  mirth  in  thofe  ftreets  where  Comedies 
njoft  florifht* 

Hae  faces  hahnere  bomventiej-Jecundi. 

In  this  kindc ^ri/topha»ef,EpfpoUsy€riitifsHfV!CTc  famous, 
after  them  Mendnder  and  Philemon :  fuccecdingthem  OW- 
liHS^NeHiHS^  TUutHS  and  Terentius. 

MfifAeilTuraHi  t  ragicis  imixa  ^othnrms 

Et  tuA  cum foccoy  M^fa^  Metifje  leuis. 

Turanus  tragicke  buskin  gracd  the  TUy^ 
A^elijfa'es  (^omickf  fiooe  made  lighter  way . 
The  ancient  Hiftriographers  write,  that  among  the  MetapoL 
Greekes  there  were  diuers  places  of exercifes,  appointed  for 
PoetSjfome  at  the  graue  of  7"^^/>^r^^others  atT/d-Z/r^^, where 
they  in  Comedies  and  Tragedies  contended  for  feueral  pri- 
ces, where  Sophocles  was  aiudged  viftor  outx  ty£fihilsu: 
There  were  others  in  the  Citty  of  Elis,  where  Menander 
wasfoyledby  Philcmene.  In  the  fame  kinde is  fayd 
tohaue  triumpht  oucr  Homer.  So  Cm»;74 for  her  excellen- 
cies in  the/cinuentions,  (called  Mufcalyrica^cjcccllcd  Pi»^ 
darus  the  Theban  Poet,for  which  flie  was  fine  times  crow- 
ned with  garlands  ♦ 

'The  fir  ft  publi  eke  Theater  was  by  built  in  ixf.  Theaters. 

thenSy  itwas  fafliioned  in  the  manner  of  a  femi-circle,  or 
halfe-moonc,whofe  galleries  &  degrees  were  reared  from 
the  groundj  their  ttaires  high,  in  the  midft  of  which  did 
arifc  theftage,  befide,  fuch  a  conucnient  diftancc  from 
the  carth,that  the  audience  aflembled  might  cafily  behold 
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th^^wholc  proie£l  without  impediment*  From  this  the  Ro^ 
:;s9tanes  had  their  firft  patternc,  which  at  the  firft  not  being 
jrooft^but  lying  open  to  all  weathers,  ^mntus  Catulns 
was  the  firft  that  caufed  the  out-fidctobee  coucred  with 
linncn  cloth,  and  the  iu-fide  tobcehung  round  with  Gar- 
tens of  filke.  Bat  vjhcnO^arcf^s  Scaurfis  yjzs  ^diUs^  hee 
repaired  ir,and  fupported  it  round  with.pillcrs  of  Marble* 

(^ains  C»w,at  the  folcmne  obfcquies  of  his  father, ere- 
iied  a  famous  Theater  of  Timber,  in  fo  ftrange  a  forme3 
that  ontwofeueraliftages,  twofundry  playes  might  bee 
a6led  atoncCjandyettheone  bee  no  hindcranceorimpcw 
diment  to  the  other;  and  when  hee  fo  pleafed  the  whole 
frame  was  artificially  compofcd  to  meet  in  thcmiddcfl-j 
which  made  an  Amphi-thcater. 

Pomfey  the  great,  after  his  viftories  againff'  Methridaier^ 
YixngoiPontHr^  faw  in  theCitty-  Af/>if/f:»?<?  a  Theater  of  a- 
nother  forme,  and  after  his  triumphcs  and  returne  to  Romf^ 
hcraifed.one  after  the  fame  patterne,  offrceftonc,  of  that 
vaftneflcandreceit,  that  within  hisfpacioufncfTe  it  was  a- 
bleat  once  toreceiue  fourcfcore  thoufand  people,  cuery 
one  to  fit,fec  and  hearc. 

In  emulation  of  this  fumptuous  and  gorgious  building 
IhUhs  C^/4r,fuccc{for  to  Pompejes  greatnefle^excecdcdhim* 
in  his  famous  Architexfture,  hee  raifcd  an  Amphitheater, 
/^ampo  Martioyin  the  field  of  cJWiir/, which  as  farre  excelled 
,  ^ompeyis^  as  Pompejes  did  exceed  C^ius  Cfiri9eSy(^Hrioes xhzt 
of  LMarcHs  Scaurus^Seaur^fs  that  of  ^jtintus  ^^tulus^ov  Ca^ 
tulns  that  which  was  firft  made  in  Athens  by  Dionyfrnt  x  for 
the Ba{res,  Columnes, Pillars, and  Pyramides  were  all  of 
he  wed  Marble,  the  couerings  oftheftagc,  which  weccall 
theheau€ns  (where  vpon  any  occafion  their  Gods  dcfcch- 
ded)  wcreGeommically  fiipported  by  aGiant4ikc>^r/^/, 
whom  the  Poets  for  his  Aftrology,  feigne  tobearc  heauen^ 
onhisfhouldcrs,inwhichaH  artifieiall  Sunnc^nd  Moonc 
of  extraordinary  afpe(3:  and  brightneffc  had  their  idiurnall, 
andno^luraallniQtions}  fo  hadthc  ftarics  theimue  and. 
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coelcftiall  cburfe ;  fo  had  the  fpheares,  \;vhlch  In  thcbion- 
tihiiall  motion  made  a  mort  fweet  and  rauifhin^ harmony  s 
Here  were  the  Elcmcr/ts  and  planets  in  their  degrees ,  thd 
sky  of  the  tJ]^oof^e, the  sky  of  Mercury^  Venus ^  Sol,  LMars^ 
lupiur  and  Satiirne\  the  ftarres^  both  fixed  and  wandering; 
and  aboueall  thefc^the  firft  moucr^or primum mobile ^  there 
were  the  1 2  fignts^the  lines  Equhioftiall-and  Zodiacal^thc 
Meridian  circle^or  Zenith^the  Orizon  circle,or  Emirphere, 
the  Zones  torrid  &  frozen,the  poles  articke  &  antarticke, 
with  all  other  tropickcs,orbs^line$,circlcs,the  Solfiitium  & 
all  other  motions  of  the  fl:ars^figncs,& planets*  In  briefie,in 
that  little  compaffc  were  comprehended  the  perfeft  model! 
ofthcfirmament,the  whole  frame  of  the  heauens,  with  all 
grounds  of  Artronomicall  coniedlure.From  the roofe  grew 
a  loouer^or  turret^ofan  exceedding  altitude^from  which  ah 
cnfigne  offiike  \*>^ued  continually,  Pevdirlya/ttveUTheatro^ 
But lefl  l  wafte  too  much  of  that  compendioufncffe  I  hauo 
pramifcdinmydifcourrej  inidl^  dcrcriptionsi,!  l^aiieyou 
to-^iudge  the'proportion  of  the  body  by^  the  making  of 
this  onclimbc,euery  pillcr3feat,foot.poft,ftaire,gallery,  & 
whatfoeuer  elfebelongs  to  the  furnifliing  of  fuch  a  place, 
being  in  coft/ubftance/ormc^and  artificiallworkmanfhip, 
mofl:  futable^The  floore,ftage,roofe,ouc-(5dc,  &  in-fidc^as 
roftly  as  the  Pantheon  ot  d|>/>^/r.  In theprincipall  galleries! 
were  fpecial  remote,  fele(5lcd  &:chofen  feats  for  the  Empe-» 
rour,^/i/r<f/f^«yZr;pri3Di£^atorSjConfulSjPretors,Tribun 
Triumviri,Decemviri,  Ediles,  Curules,  and  other  Noble 
Officers  among  tlie  Senators:  all  other  raomes  were  free 
forthe  plebe,  or  muUitudcVTo  this  purpofe  I  introduce 
thefc  famous  Edifices,  as  wondring  at  their  €oft&  ftatCi 
thus  intimating,  that  if  the  quality  of  Actings  were  (as 
fomcpropofe)  altogether  vnvvorthy,  why  for  the  fpeciall 
praftife,  and  memorable  imployment  of  the  fame^  were 
founded  fo  many  rare  and  admirable  monuments :  and  by 
whom  were  they  cre(9:ed  ?  but  by  the  grjcateAprinccs  of 
their  tipics^and  thic  naoft  famous  and  wor^hicft  of^thcm  all^ 
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bmlilcdbyWflfi  that  was  the  greateft  Prince  of  the  world, 
JhIws  Cttfar^zi  what  time  in  his  hand  he  grip*t  the  vniucrfal 
Empire  of  the  earth.  So  of  AugnflHs  Cafar. 

Iftffice  ludorum  fumptt^s  Augufle  tuoTHm 
E?npta  tibimagKOm 

Behold  Auguftus  the  great  powps  and fiate 
Ofthefe  thy  Playes  pajd  deerefor^^t  hje  rate, 

H(ec  tH  fpe^^i  ^^eHnndi^q\ fepf  dedifli. 

And  could  any  inferiour  quality  bee  more  worthily  c- 
fteemcdornoblicr  graced,  thento  haue  Princes  of  fuch 
magnificenceand  ftatc  to  beflow  on  them  places  of  fuch 
port  and  countenance^had  they  been  neuerwell  regarded, 
they  had  been  neuer  fo  fufficiently  prouided  for^nor  would 
fuch  worthy  princes  haue  ftriued  who  fliould  (by  their 
greateft  expence  andprouifion)  haue  done  them  the  am^ 
pleft  dignity,had  they  not  with  incredible  fauour  regarded 
the  quality.  I  will  not  trauerfe  this  too  farre,  Icaft  I  incurrc 
fome  fufpition  of  felfe-Ioue,  I  rather  leaue  it  to  the  fauou- 
rable  confideratioDofche  wife,  though  to  the  peruerfneflc 
of  the  ignorant,  whohadthey  anytafte  either  of  Ppefie, 
Phylofbphy,  or  Hiftoricall  Antiquity,  would  rather  ftand 
mated  at  their ^wne  impudentignorance,then  againft  fuch 
noble,and  notable  examples  ftand  in  publickc  defiance. 

I  read  of  a  Theater  built  in  the  midft  of  the  riuer  Tjber^ 
ftanding  onpillers  iand  arches,the  foundation  wrought  vft 
der  water  like  London-bridge,  the  Nobles  and  Ladycsin 
their  Barges  atid  Gondelayes,  landed  at  the  very  ftayres  of 
the  galleryes.  After thefe,they  compofed  others,  but diEL 
fering  in  forme  fron^ the  Theater,or  Amphi-theater,and  tw^ 
uery  fuch  was  called  0>c»/,  the  frame  Globe-like,& mere- 
ly round. 

Circns  in  hane  exit  clamataq ;  pdma  Theatrii:  ^  h:i  u 
'  '  AnJA'th&fckti  from  the  firft  building  of  Rame  jine^hvkf'^ 
^rcd  thrcefcoW  and  fcuen,  what  time  Spf^rius  Fajihumus 
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JlbinuSy  and  ^uintus  MmiusThili^jfuSyV^txt  ConfuIs^iW- 
r^^made  one,  and  the  noble  F/^^/W/zjanother^but  the  grea- 
tcftwas  founded  by  Tarquinius  ^^rifcns,  and  was  called 
Circus maximus :  In  this  the  Gladiators  pradlifed,  the  wide- 
nefleandfpacioufneffevvasfuch,  that  in  it  they  fought  at 
Barriers,and  many  times  ran  at  tWt/Dion  records  eightecnc 
Elephants  flaine  at  once  in  one  Theater.  More  particularly 
tofurucy  the  rarer  Monuments  of  Romg,  neereto  the  p4«  . 
fA^d?«(theTemple  oftheii^mi^Gods)  atthe  difcent  from 
the  hil  Cafitolinns^Xits  the  great  F(?r//w,by  which  is  fcituatc 
the  great  Amphi-t heater  ofTyfuf^Bitt  crcdicdby  Vefpati" 
anyhut  after (almofl:  rui ned  by  firejby  the  Roman  Tjtus  rare- 
ly  reedificd»  It  is  called  (^ollifehSj  alfo  a  CaUea^  which  figni- 
ncs  afcaffold,  alfo  Arena,  a  place  of  combate^  by  SiluianHS  Ammianus  lib 
MndTrftdentitiS ^  which  name  Tertulltan^  Pltny^  Onid^  Firmi* 
r/{^/,and /^/?«/f/^/hkewife  giucic*  It  had  the  title  of  Circus, 
C4u/a2nd/iadium,hy Sfietonifif^C.pitclinuf  and  ^rcadiuf. 
zCaffianus  affirmes  thcle  Theaters  confecrated  to  Diana' 
^aftrica^  Terttillian^  to  (Jl^ars  and  Diana,  Martidll to  lupiter 
Latiaris,  and  to  Stigian  Tluto^  whofe  opinion  (JHtnutmf^  & 
IPrudentiHs  approue,  Thcfirft  ftruilures  were  by  the  Tri- 
bune (f'/vrw^  which  D;^,/i^57.affirmes.  Vitruvius hb.^ S^ith,  liny. lib. ^^^^ 
Multa  Theatra^Rem  t  fi  rnEla  ^fHot^m^iis.Oflu/iuf  C^fars  A  m- 
phi-theater^^;9?j!>j  y^1artio\,'Dio C^^^^  Ah-  DloCaJfmhb. 

gufius  after  patronizied  ,  as  Vi'*for  remembers  of  them,  43- 
whofe  charge  5'r<^r///j//7'.'J.w/5'a(Tifted,  of  whom  Dio  fpea- 
keih  thus  OvAv^sTdTiMos^ietrpif.  ^e.  anno  zrbiSy  D  CCXX  V.pia./ii.fr 
7ulf.FiSlor  forgets  not  Ctrcfis  Fliwirrj^  and  Suetonitis  re-  Suctonmcap 
members  onebuilded  by  C^ifignu.zt  cS^f/^f^i  who^e  building  n. 
(^latidius  atfirft  interdiftcd.  I^ero  ereded  a  magnificent  ^^-'^^^  13. 
Theater  in  the  field  of  Mars.  SnctGnius  Itb.Ner,  12. 

Pubiifis  i;i5(?r  fpeakes  further  of  a  C^flrenfeTheatrum,  a 
Theater  bel5ging  to  the  Canipe  in  the  Coutry  of  the 
njuiles^wWt  by  Tiberius  Cxfar,  and  of  T^w^wTheatcr  PIU 
w/witncfTeth.  The  great  Theater  of  Sr/iriVi^ibcingtftgrca.Jj^^^^^^^^^ 
tcft  tfc,  was  burnt  in  the  time  of  iV^rr^,  whicli  Xiphlims 
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•thus      cakes  of,  'I^TtmUriVTh^e  (rvy.7nxtH£q7tSiATf$ftniw^^ 

-This  was  built  in  the  middeft  ofthe  old  Citty,  and  aft«  the 
combuftion  repaired  by  r>/'jc^*^;rM»3  t^onfuUtPi  fmZ.  whofc 
coyne  of  one  (ide^bcares  the  exprefle  figure  of  his  Theater, 
yet  was  it  onely  begun  by  him^  but  perfc6lcd  byhisfonne 
TjtW4  Efitropins  and  Cafjiodorus^^  attribute  this  place  foly  to 
iri>«/,  but  tytfiT'elius  ViSlor  gxuQS  him  oncIy  the  honour  of 
thepcrfe£ling  aplace  foexquifitely  begun  :  this  after  was 
repaired  by  CMnrcus  Anthonws  Tius,  by  whofe  coft  fayth 
CapitolinHS^  the  Temple  of  HadrLms  was  repaircd,and  the 
great  Theater  reedified^which  Heliogahaluf^yxhc  teftimo- 
-  ny  of  Z^e;»/7r/W^W,patronized3and  after  the  Senate  of  Rome^ 
.  tooke  to  their  prote6^ion>vnder  the  Gerdians. 

Touching  Theaters  without  Rome^LjpJlus  records  Tha* 
tra  circa  Romattiy  extrHnap^/JimyCUcnin  hrufnUmy  Her  odes 
magmjisHS  &illujlrisrex  nonvno  loco  lHde<e  ^yfmphi^the/itrd 
..€dtficAfiU^exfir$txiti»ipf^  vrh/acra^an-^Jimfzs  lofephus  (zixh) 
h^piBtar^f  fM^Tof.Hered^L  magnificent  and  illuftrious  King, 
not  in  one  place  of  If^dea,  erefbed  Amphitheaters,  but  cucn 
vin  theholyCittyhee  built  one  ofgrcateft  receic.  Alfo  in 
..Greece^ty^jl4yJffricke^  Spaine,  Frmce:  nor  is  there  any  pro- 
uince  in  which  their  ancient  ftruilures  do  not  yet  remains, 
or  their  perifliing  f  nines  arenotfiill  rcmembred.In  Italj, 
adLjrimcampanUFlHviHmiHXUMintHrHas^  remaincspact 
of  an  ample  Amphi- theater. 

At  PuteoUs^'^  City  by  the  fca-lldc  in  (^^mpama^Zmiltsiiom 

Naples  ^onc. 
At  CApua,%  magnificent  one  of  folIidMarblco 
At  Alha  in  Itdj^o^t. 
At  Ocrichlfim  in  Vmbria  one. 
At  jr^r^«^,one  moft  bcautifull. 
At  FlorcHf  yOnc  whofc  compafTeyet  remaines. 
At  tyfthens  in  Greece y  one  of  Marble. 
At  ?qU  in  IJirUy  by  the  HadrUtickc  fca,  one  dcfcrlbed  by 

SelfA/iianSerlms.  ^ 
AtHjffpSs  in  Spme^  one  built  without  the  walles  of  the 

Citty 
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In  TWdmiti^^^    one  of  f  quarcd  ftcne  ,the  length  5 «• 

perch^^or  polcsjthcbrcdth  20. 
At  prelate  onc» 
At  BHrdegallon^^ 

At  Nematu  one,  remembrcd  by  i«  Bcclejiaftica  Rr-- 

ftoria. 
At  Lygeris  one. 

Another  ^xnong  the  Helfi^tf^Hf^ 

"Th.tVer$rtenfeThentrHm  Mi^rmoreum^  crcilcd before  thft 
time  of  Af^gnflm^  zsTcrell'u Seyaynam  his  defcription  of 
Verepa^  records :  but  Cfrnkm  Ancomtanns  reports  it  built  \x% 
the  nine  and  thirtieth  yeare  o^O^AHian.  Carol^i  Sigonins  re- 
fcrres  it  to  the  reigne  of  CMaxmirMn,  who  faith^  MaximU  slcdn.iib.Sifi^ 

built  Theaters  in  McdiQlamm  ^qailea;^  ^nd  Brixmm.  Occldcm^ 
Thehkc  Qomelim  TacitHs  z.Htfl.  remembers  in  VUcentia^ 
but  the^defcriptio  of  the  FeromThciitcr  Lemnm Kirfmake^ 
ri»/  fetsdownc.  This  the  great  King  Francis  amcic^^ 
gauetocertaine  A6lors,\vho  thirty  dayef  fpacc  togetncr, 
teprefcnted  in  the  fame  the  A£ls  of  the  Apoftles,  nor  was 
10  lawful!  by  the  Edi£l  of  the  King  for  any  man  to  remoue 
any  ftonc  within  thirty  poles  of  his  fcituation,  left  they 
fliould  endanger  the  foundation  of  the  Theater* 
The  like  haue  been  in  Venice ^ MilUn^  PaduA.  In  Paris  thcrt 
are  diuers  now  in  vfe  by  the  French  Kings  Comedians,  as 
the 'BfiTgonUn^'md,  others.  Others  \n  2ldajfiitay  in  Treuers^  in 
Jlfagontiay\r\  Agripina,  and  infinite  Cities  of  Greece,  Thehs, 
CArthageyD€lfhos,Creet,Pafhos^Ep)rm^  alfo  in  the  CitieT/. 
isi^^^jfoat  C//y*/in  Spaiite^iindat  Afadri//yV\'kh  others. 

At  the  entertainement  of  theCardinall  Alphon/us^  and  Archduke  Jl^ 
the  Infant  of  5)?4/Wintothe  Low-countryes^they  were  pre- i''^^^/^^ 
fented  at  (tyfntwerfe^  with  fundry  pageants  and  playes :  the 
King  of  Denmarke,  father  to  him  that  now  reigneth^  enter- 
tained into  his  feruice^  a  company  o{ Entrltfh  (^omedians^ 
commended  vnto  him  by  the  honourable  tfie  Earle  of  Z^i- 
ffefienthc  Duke  oi^Brounfrvicke^^ndi  the  Landfgraue  of  Heffen 
rctainc  in  their  Court$  ccrtainc  of  ours^of  the  fame  quality, 
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But  among  the  Romans  th^yy^tremhightRt^fUt^tiorit  fat 
in  comparifon  of  their  playcs^thcy  neuer  regarded  any  of 
their  folemnities,  there  lHdtfHnebres^x!c\tTC  Fhmha.Cerealia^ 
FugAltayBMehindlU.ox  Lupsrcalia. 

And  amongft  vs^  one  of  omht^  Englifh  Chroniclers  re- 
cords, that  when  Ed^drd  the  fourth  would  fBew  himfclfc 
snpublicke  ftatetotheviewofthc  people,  hee  repaired  to 
his  Palace  at  S-  /i^^^f/^wherehe  accuftomed  to  fee  the  Citty 
A(ftors.  And  fince  then,that  houfe  by  the  Princes  free  gift, 
hath  belonged  lo  the  office  of  the  Rcnels  ,w  here  our  Court 
playcs  haue  beenc  in  late  dales  ycarely  reherfed^  perfe6^cd, 
and  Gorrefted  before  they  come  to  the  publike  vi  ew  of  the 
Prince  and  thcNobility,  C?/;^i^  fpeaking  of  the  Tragickc 
Mufe^ythus  writeSo 

yemt  (fr  ingenti  vioUnta  trAgediapaffn^ 
Fro  fit  e  j:omdt  torua  pal/a  iacebat  humi 

Link  manHS fadtrum  Ute  regale  tenebat^ 
Lydins  apta  pedum^hSia  cothnrnus  haht. 

Then  came  the  Tragicke  Mnfe  with  a  proud pace^ 
Meafuring  her flow flrides  vfith  mAteflicl^e grace. 
'  Her  long  traine fweepes  the  earth ywd/he  d$th  fidndj 
'  With  l^kin^d  l^^ggCtrotifh  broWj  andfceptred  hand* 

Well  knew  the  poet  what  eftimation  (he  was  in  with  Aa^ 
^i^«x,whe  he  defcribes  her  holding  in  herleft  hand  a  fcep- 
tcr.Now  to  recite  fomefamous  A^m  thatliued  in  the  pre- 
ceding ages:thc  firft  Comedias  were  Cimns  &  Falifeus, ihc 
firft. Tragedians  were  Minmus^ic  ProthonitiS.EUfts  Donatus 
in  his  preface  to  Teremehis  And^eaS^ith  that  in  that  Come- 
dy Z^a«/^i^^^/««/,£^^/W/  PrenejliftHS y^n^ Lucifis  Ambiuius 
Tf4rpid  vf  txthSiOvSi :  this  Comedy  was  dedicated  to  ^ibil^dc 
fuch  were  called  Ifidi  MegalenfeSyZdiz^  in  the  yeare  thallJMt 
was  Edilis,&  ^intut  Mimtim  faleriHt^Sc  M#  GAi- 
*  brio^txt  CuruleSjwhich  wercCoufellers  &  chiefe  officers 
in  Kome;,  fo  called  bccaufc  they  cuftomably  fate  in  chayrcs 
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of  luory.The  fongs  that  were  fung  in  this  Comedy  were 
fcthy FUccuf, the {onnt  of  Clodifis.  Terence  his EunHchus or  PUccnsl 
fccond  Comedy  was  afted  in  the  ycare  L.  ToFlhumnSy  and 
L.  (^$rH€li$4s  were  Edil.  CuYHles^  LMdrcus  Va/erwf,&c  Casus 
F4»«iWConfuls.Theyeare  from  the  building  of  Rometgi. 
in  his  Adelphi  one  Protinfis  a£led,&  was  highly  applauded,  * 
inhis  Hccyvz /ulius  Serftius.  Cicero  commends  one  Rupi/i^  Offic.i. 
us  a  rare  Tragedian:!  read  of  another  called  cyfro^us,  ano-  Ruplius^ 
ther  called T^^^cri)^/,  who  purchafed  him  a  great  applaufe  Aroffii^.^ 
in  the  play e$  called  Zlfr^rw.There  were  other  phyes  in  Theocrines. 
RomeyCzlUA  isy4ciU  and  T^ythU^  made  in  the  honour  of  t^- 

for  killing  the  Dragon  P/rW  In  thofe  one  ty£fofus  AEfo^as. 
bare  the  praife^a  man  generally  eftecmcd,  who  left  behind 
him  much  fubftance,which  poMus  his  fonne  after  poflcft. 
£lHegrAHis  ^fefuSy^uadoBus  Roffius  egit. 

Ldhericusy^^szTi  cxcellent  Poft^andarare  Aftor,  who  ubericm^ 
writ  a  bocke  of  the  gefture  &  a6lion  to  be  vfed  by  the  Tra- 
gedians and  Comedians  in  performance  of  euery  part  la 
his  natiue  humor.  Plautus  himfelfe  was  fo  inamored  ofthc 
A(^ors  in  his  dayes,  that  hee  publifhed  many  excellent  and 
esquifiteComcdies^  yet  extant.  y/r//?^f/^  commends  one 
Z)&^e^ii(7rr/fno  be  the beft  Tragedian  in  his  time.This  in  the 
prefcnce  of  (tyflexAnder  perfonated  ax/^^/7/i?j',  which  fo  de- 
lighted the  Emperour^that  hee  bcftowed  on  him  a  penfion 
oicjuinquemilleDrAchmit^  fiue  thoufandDrachmacs,  and  e* 
uery  thoufand  Drachmaes  arc  twenty  nine  pounds,  three 
fhillings^foure  pence  ftcrling. 
Rofftpu yV^hom  the  eloquent  Orator, &  excellent  ftatefman 
of  Rome  J  Marcus  Cicero  Sox  his  elegant  pronunt  iatio  &  for- 
mall  gefture  called  his  iewcU,  had  from  the  common  Tre- 
fury  ofthc  /?^w4;fExchequer,a:  daily  pent  ion  allowed  him 
of  fo;many  Seftertijas  in  our  coine  amount  to  impound  & 
amark«>orthereabouts,which  ycarelydid  arifeto  any  no- 
blemansreuenues^  So  greatwas  thefame  ofihxsRofcius^ 
ahd  fo  goodhis  eftimation,that  learned  Cato  made  a  quc- 
fti&nwhctherCi#rrt  could  write  better  then  Rofcius  couW 
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fpeake  and  a£l,  or  Rofci^  fpeake  and  a£l  better  then  ^/Wrtf 
write*  Many  tiines  when  they  had  any  important  orations, 
to  be  with  an  audible  and  loud  voyce  'deliucrcd  to  the  peo- 
plc,they  imploycd  the  tongue  and  memory  of  this  exceU 
lent  A6tor,to  whom  for  his  worth,the  Senate  granted  fuch 
large  exhibition.  '^-^-^—^qtn^srfiincere voces ^ 

Emlnere  fonntn  refirnnt  quern  nojirH  TheatrUy 
GorganNm  magire  fates  mmm  mt  mare  Thufcum^ 
Tanto  cnm  Hrefitu  Itidi  (fukintHr  cfr  artes. 
fVhat  vojee  can  be  comparedrnth  thefoHndy 
Our  Theaters  from  their  decpe  concanes  fendy 
For  their  reuer berate  rtinr mares  feeme  to  drorvnd 
The  (jorgst?iTPoodnhenthefroHdwind:s  contend. 
Or  when  rough  jiormes  tk^  Thptjcm  btilowes  raife,. 
JVtth fuch  loud ioj  they  ring  our  Art  s  and  T^layes. 
To  omit  all  the  Doctors,  Zawnyes,  Pantaloones,  Har- 
lakeenes,  in  which  the  Trench^  but  efpecially  the  Italmis^ 
hauc  beenc  cxcellent^and  according  to  the  cccafion  offered 
to  do  fomc  right  to  our  Enghfh  Ai^iors^as  K>ielly  "Bentlejfy 
UHilsyfVU/oftyCroffeyLam^y  and  others:  thefe^fince  I  ncuer 
iaw  them, as  being  before  my  time,I  cannot(as  an  cyc-wit* 
iiefleof  their  defert)  giue  them  that  applaufe,  which  no 
doubtjthcy  worthily  merit,  yet  by  the  report  of  manyiu* 
<iitiaIauditor$,thcir  performance  of  many  parts  hauc  been 
fo  abfolutc,thatit  werea  kindeof  finne  to  drownc  their 
worths  in  Lethe,  and  not  commit  their(almoft  forgotten^ 
names  to  eternity.  Hcere  I  muft  needs  remember  TarUtony 
in  his  time  gratious  with  theQucene  his  foueraigne,  and 
in  the  peoples  generall  applaufe,  whom  fucceeded  Vfih 
KempyZS  we!  in  the  fauour  of  her  Maicfty,as  in  the  opinion 
&  good  thoughts  of  the  generall  audience.  GabrielySinger, 
FopeyPhillipSySiyyzW  the  right!  can  do  them^isbut  this^that 
though  they  be  dead,  their  deferts  yet  Hue  in  the  remem-  ' 
brancc  of  many.  Among  fo  many  dead  let  me  not  forget 
oneyetaliuein  his  time  the  moft  worthy  famous,  Maiftw 
Edf9i^d  Allen.  Tq  ppiit  thcfc^  as  ^pfuch  as  for  diuers 

imperfc^ons 
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imp6f  fe(?>:ion$rmay  be  thought  infufficlent  for  the  quaKty; 
A&OTS  fliould  be  men  pick'3  out  perfonable,  according  to 
the  parts  they  prei'ent,they  fliould  be  rather  fchollers,  that 
though  they  canot  fpeake  well^knowhowt^D  fpcakejor'elfe 
tohaue  thatvolubility,that  they  can  fpeake  well,  though 
they  vnderftand  not  \vhat^&  fo  both  miperfe6lions  may  by 
inrtru6li9s  be  helped  &amcnded;but  where  a  good  tongue 
&  a  good  conceit  both  faile^there  can  neuer  be  good  a^tor. 
I  alfo  could  wilii,that  fuch  as  are  codemned  for  their  licen- 
tioufnc{rc,mightbyagcnerall  confent  bee  quite  excluded 
our  fociety  :  for  as  we  arc  men  that  ftandin  the  broad  eye 
of  the  world/o  Ibould  our  irianners,  geftures,  and.behaui- 
ours,fauouroffach  gouernment  andmodefty^  to  dcferue 
the  good  thoughts  and  reports  of  all  men,-  and  to  abide  the 
•  fliarpeft  cenfures  euen  of  thofe  that  are  the  greateft  oppo- 
fites  to  the  quality.  Many  amongft  vsj  know^to  be  of  fub- 
ftance,of  gouernment,  offober  Hues,  and cemperace  car- 
riages ,houfe-keepers,and  contributary  to  alt  duties  cnioy- 
ned  them,equally  with  them  that  are  rank't  with  the  moft 
bountifull;  and  if  amongft  fo  many  of  fort,there  be  any  few 
degenerate  from  the  reft  in  that  good  demeanor,  which  is 
both  rcquifite  &  expefted  at  their  hands^lct  me  entreat  you 
not  to  cenfur e  hardly  of  all  for  the  mifdeeds  of  fpme^but  r 
ther  to  excufc  vs,as  C?Wdoth  the  generality  of  woolen. 
^arcite  faucarnm  Sf under e  crimen  in  omncs^ 
Sfe^ietfirmeritt^qmqi^uellafHis. 
Forfome  off€ndtrs(  that  perhaps  areferv ) 
Spare  in  your  thoughts  to  cenfur  e  all  the  crexp^ 
Siftceeuery  breafl  containes  a  fftndrj fpirit^ 
Let  enery  one  be  c^^nfur^da^  they  merit. 
Others  there  arc  of  whom  fliould  you  askc  my  opinion,  I 
muft  refer  you  to  th\s^(^onfHle  Theatrum.  Here  I  might  take 
fit  opportunity  to  reckon  vp  all  our  EHgliJh  writers,  &  com- 
pare them  Wi:h  the  Greek?, French^Itdia^y  &  L^tine  Poets, 
not  only  in  their  Pafiorally  Ht[ioric<tUyElegeicAll^  3c  flercicall 
Po£ni5,but  ia their  Tragicall^Zc  ^omeal ii6ic6h^but  it  was 
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my  chance  to  happen  on  the  like  learnedly  donety  an  ap- 
proucd  goodfcholler,in  a  booke  called  fVits  Comon-WMlibp 
to  which  treatifc  I  wholv  rcfcrreyau,returning  to  ourpre^ 
fent  fubicft-Z/y/iWC^/^rliimrelfcforh   pleafure became  an 
A6lor,bcingin  fhapc^ftate^voyce,  iudgcment,and  all  other 
occurrents^cxterior  and  interior  excellent, Ainongft  many 
other  partsa6tedby  himin  perfon,  itis  recorded  of  him, 
/that  with  gcnerall  applaufc  in  his  owne  Theater  he  played 
Hercules  Furens^znd  amongft  many  other  arguments  of  hit 
complcatncfle ,  excellence,  and  extraordinary  care  in  his 
a<Stion,  it  is  thus  reported  of  him  :  Being  in  the  depth  oft 
paflion^one  of  his  fctuants(as  his  part  then  fell  out)prcfcn* 
ting  i^r/?^^^,  who  before  had  from  DeUneira  brought  him 
the  poyfoned  fhirt,  dipt  in  the  bloud  of  the  Centaurc  Ntf^ 
ptsi  he  in  the  middeftofhis  torture  and  fury,  finding  this' 
Zjcbofhid  in  a  remote  corner  (appoynted  him  to  creep  in- 
to of  purpofe)  although  he  was,  as  our  Tragedians  vfe^but 
feeminglyto  killhim  by  feme  falfc  imagined  wound,  yet 
was  Ca/iir{o  extremely  carryed  away  with  the  violence  of 
his  pra6tifed  fury,and  by  the  perfcdl  fhape  of  the  madncfle 
of  H'^^i^/tfT,to  which  hehadfafliioncd  all  his  a6liue  fpirits^ 
rhathellew  hmi  dead  at  his  foot,  &  after  fwoong  him  tef^ 
^uater^;  (z$thcVoct  faycs)  about  his  head.  It  was  the  tiran- 
neroftheirEmperours,  in  thofe  dayes,  in  their  piibllckc 
Tragedies  to  choofe  out  the  fitteft  amongft  fuch,  as  for  ca* 
pital  offences  were  condemned  to  dye,and  imploy  them  in 
fuchparts  as  were  tobe  kil'd  in  the  Tragcdy,who  of  them- 
felues  would  make  fuit  rather  f©  to  dye  with  refolution,and 
by  the  hands  of  fuch  princely  yiBors^thcn  otherwifeto  fuf- 
fer  a  IhamefullSc  moft  detcftable  cnd^  And  thefe  were  Txa- 
gcdie^  naturally  performed.  Andfuth/^/  C^ligula^i^ldu* 
diuf  Ner0^yiteUwfyDomitia>ifis,Cowo^^^ 
of  Rome^ypon  their  feftiuals  and  holy  daics  of  greatcft  con- 
jrecrati6n,vfed  to  a(9-.  Therefore  M.^iWin  the  SpMifh  Tra- 
gedy,  vpoh  occafion  prefentihW  it  fclfc,  thus  vs^itcsV  ' 

'W^^Nero  thought  it  no  diff^ajgment^  ^  ^ 
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'AndKingt And EmperoHrfhaue  tani  ieli^tl 
To  m^kp  experience  df  their  wits  inffayes. 

*!fhefc  cxercifcs^as  traditions.haue  bccneSnce(thoughjn 
better  manncr)continucd  through  all  agc$,amongft  all  the 
noblefrNations  efthe  earth.  But  I  hauepromifed  to  be  al- 
together compendious^prefumingthat  what  before  is  dif. 
courft,may  forthepra6tife  of  playes,  ttieir  ^nti^nity^^ind 
Dignity  be  altogether  fufficient. I  omit  the  lliewes  and  cc*- 
remonieseuenin  thefctime»  generally  vfcd  amongft  the 
Catholilces,  in  which  by  the  Churchmen  &  moft  religious, 
diuerspageantSjaJofthcNatiuity,  PafTion^and  Afcention, 
with  other  Hiftorical]  places  of  the  Bibte;  arc  at  diuers 
times  &feafons  of  the  yearc  yfually  cclebrated;/^^  A-ff^rr- 
^^w.Inthcyeareofthe  wor1d426'7.  of  Chrift  246.  Ort^ 
^M^writcertaine  godly  Epiftles  to'P6/7;p^j  thenEmperour 
ofRonte^  who  was  the  firft  Chriftian  Emperour,  and  in  his 
lifelTeade,thatin  the  fourth  yeare  df  his  rdgne,which  was 
the  ;ooo.ycare  after  the  building  of  R0me^ltit  ikAtmnizcd 
thai:  yearc,  as  a  lubilce  with  fumptuoul^^a^ants  and 
playes.  Hsmer^tht  moft  excellent  ot  all  Poiets, compofcd 
his  lUiads  in  the  ftiape  of  a  Tragedy,  hisOdiffekf  like  a  Co- 
medy. Virgil  in  the  firft  o£h\s  z^nei^dfy  in  his  dcfcription 
of'^fdoe/QMrtbage, 

•     ■  hicAltaTheatrif  -^^^ 

FundAmentA  he  Ant  alij  tmmAneftj-y  CobimnAS, 
Rttpibus  excidunt fcenii  decorAAltAfuturis. 

WhichproucSjthatin  thofe  dayes  immcdiatly  after  the 
ruinc  ofTriry^'whcn  CArthAge\izA  her  firft  foundation,  they 
built  Theaters  with  ftatcly  columnes  of  ftpne.  as  inhi«  de- 
-fcriptiqn  n^y  appearc*  I  haue  fufficienUy  difcouift  of  the 
firft  Theaters,  and  in  whofc  times  they  were  ere<5ted,  cuea 
till thereigneof  luHuf  Crf/4r,the  firft Emperour,  iand how 
they  cdntinued  in  their  glory  from  him  till  the  rei^^^c  of 
'  iJ^iArcHs AurehHst\\t^l'Em1^^Tom  to 
ttieft^.imcs.Now  to  proue  they  were  in  as  hS^h  cftimation 
at  i^^^rtrw;  atod*<^^ 
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GriiCi.  Ciep^^Xn  his  booke  Cato  maior,/e0  de  feme^uU.  Cum 
Athenii  ludi6{}HiclAm  grair.dis  viatti  tn  TheatrHm  veni^et^  e^r« 
ancient  Citizen  comming  into  one  of  the  tAtheniM 
Theaters  to  fee  the  paftimes  there  lolemnizcd  f which 
fhewes  that  the  moft  antientand  graue  frequented  them) 
by  reafon  of  the  throng,  no  man  gaue  him  place  orreuc- 
rcnce :  but  the  fame  Citizen  being  impIyo*d  in  an  Embafly 
to  LAcedcmMy'2i'[\A  coming  hke  a  pi  iuate  man  into  the  The- 
ater, the  generallmidtitudc  arofe  at  once,  and  with  great 
ceremonious  rcuerence  gaue  his  age  place*  This  CiVrre?  al- 
ledgestoproue  thereuerencc  due  to  age,  and  this  I  may 
fitly  introduce  to  the  approbation  of  my  prefent  fubiecSi. 
Moreouer,  this  great  Scatcfman  of  R&me^  at  whofc  exile 
twenty  thoufand  of  the  chiefeft  Romm  Citizens  wore 
mourning  apparrcl,  oftentimes  commends  PUutusjc^iiXvei^ 
him  ^Imtm  noFter ,  and  Atticornm  anti(j$$(i  ^etnedUy  where 
he  proceeds  further  to  extoll  €^dE/Sp/#/,forperfonating  t^ 
fAv^and  the  famous  K&,oxR»f  'iUmy\n  Epigonn^yU^fed^MyA^^ 
nalipyC/jittmnefhraTind  Ai^tiopay^rocccding  in  the  fame  place 
with  this  worthy  &  graue  fentence,  £r^9  Hiftrio hoc  vsdeii$ 
infceKay^uodnoHVuiebitfApieKS  invitd^{h^\\  a  Tragedian  fee 
thax  in  his  Scene  which  a  wife  man  cannot  fee  in  the  courfc 
of  his  life? So  in  anotherof  his  workes^amongft  many  in^ 
ftru6lions  to  his  fonncC^tarcus yhc  applauds  Turpio  v^mbi-- 
musfov  his  z&,ionyStatihSyNeHifis^zvid  P /ant m  fox  their  Wf'  • 
ting*  Ontdm  ^ngnflum^ 

Luminibufq^  tuts  totus  quibus  vtitur  orbif, 
Scentea  vidiflilufus  aduiteria^ 

Thofe  ejes  mth  m^hichyou  ail  the  TPorld furuaj. 
See  in  jour  Theaters  oar  tyiUors  tlaj* 

^Hgufius  C^^T^.becaufehc  would  haue  fomc  memory 

^is^loue  tothofc  places  of  paftime3rear^d  in  Rome  two 

ftately  Obehfci,orPyramides,  one  in  Julius ^csfarsTcm^lc 

in  the  field  ^^f  (Jliars^  another  in  the  great  Theater,  called 

{'ircus  M4:vim^  h  uUt  by  FUminiusi^^k  yiCi^  Ia  hjci  ghc  an 

^  .   -„^^,.  .  j^^^^^ 
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hundred  cubits  a  pcccc,  in  brcdth  fourc  cubiti^  they  ^ert 
firft  raifcd  by  Xing  Thcrsn  in  the  Temple  of  the  Sunne,and 
^ftctvcmontdto  Romehy  ft/^HguJiHr.  the  occafion  of  their 
firft  compofure  was  this ;  Theroa  for  fomc  great  crime, 
committcdbybim  in  his  youth  againft  the  Gods,  was  by 
them  ftrooke  blinde,  and  fo  continued  the  fpacc  of  ten 
yearcs ;  but  after  by  ircuelation  in  theCitty  Bucisy  it  was 
told,that  if  he  wafht  his^yes  in  the  water  of  a  woman  that 
was  chaftc,  and  ncuer  adulterately  touch^t  with  any  faue 
her  husband,  hcfhouldagainerccouer  his  fight :  the  King 
firft  tridc  his  wife,  then  many  other  of  themoft  grauc  and 
bcft  reputed  matrons,but  continued  ftill  in  dcfpairc,  till  at 
length  hcc  mct  with  one  vertuous  Lady,  bywhofccha-J 
ftityhis  iight  wa«  rcftored-,  whom(hauing firft  com- 
manded his  ^tene  and  the  reft  to  be  confumed 
withfire)hc  after  married*T^<fr(f»inmemo* 
ry  «f  this,  buildcd  his  two  Pyramides, 
after  remoued  to  Ritm  by 

AVGVSTVS. 
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OF  ACTORS,  AND 

the  true  yfe  of  their  quality^ 

The  Thikd  Booke. 

lagedics  and  Comedies,  faith  Dormtm, 
lad  their  hcgxm^mo  areh^u  diHimr ^  from 
diutnc  facrificcs,  they  difFcfrthuj  :  In  Co- 
medies^ tffrbHlenta  p  'im^^  trjirj^r^ilUvlttmity 
In  Tragedy cs,  trnn  -  mlia  f^rimA,  turhulent^ 
vltima^  Comedies  begin  aiitrouble,  and 
end  in  peace  5  Tragedies  begin  in  catines,-  and  end  in  tern- 
peft.  OfComedics  there  b^Tmree  kindes;  mouing  Come* 
dies^  called  UPijiorU,  ftanding-  Comedies,  c^\\tAStatarUy 
ormixtbecwixc  both, called 'J^i;'?^?  ;  they  arc  diftributed 
into  fourepartS5the?r(?/^^/y(f,that  is^the^preface;  thePrd^r^^- 
JiSy  that  is,  the  propofition,  which  includes  thefirfl:  A£i, 
and  prefents  the  A6l:or5  ^  the  S^p^taftr,  which  is  the  bufinefle 
and  body  of  the  Comedy  5  the  laft  the  ^atafirophe^  and  con- 
clufionrthedeffinitionof  the  Comedy,  according  to  the 
Z^^^W :  a  dicourfc  confiftingof  diucrs  inftitucions,  com- 
prehending ciuill  and  domcfticke  things,  in  which  is 
taught,  what  in  our  Hues  and  manners  istobc  followed, 
what  to  bee  auoydcd,  the  Greekes  define  it  thus  r 

faith,  a  Comedy  is  the  imitation  of  life,  the  glaffc  of  cu- 
ftome^and  the  image  of  truth,  in  t/ffhent  they  had  their 
firft  originall.  The  ancient  Comedians  vfcd  to  attire  their 
a6l;ors  thus;tbe  old  men  In  wh'ite>as  the  mod  ancient  of  all,' 
theyong  men  in  party-coloured  garments,  to  note  their 
diuer&y  of  thoughci^      flaues  and  icruants  in  thin  and 

bar* 
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bare  vefturfrf  cither  to  note  their  pouerty,  or  that  they 
mightrun  the  more  lighter  about  their  affaires  :  their  Par- 
rafitcs  wore  robes  that  were  turned  in,  and  intricately 
wrapped  about  them;  the  fortunate  in  white,  the  difcon- 
tentcd  in  decayed  vefture,  or  garments,  growne  out  of  fa- 
fliion;  the  rich  in  purple,  the  poore  in  crimfon,  fouldiers 
wore  purple  iackets,  hand-maids  the  habits  of  flrange  vir* 
gins^bavvds^pidccoates^and  Curtczans,  garments  of  the 
colourof  mud^ to  denote  cheircouctoufncfle;  the  ftages 
were  hung  with  rich  Arras,  which  was  firft  brought  from 
King  ^yittaltis  into  Rome :  his  ftatc-hangings  were  fo  coft- 
ly,  thatfrom  him  all  Tapeftries^  and  rich  Arras  were  cal- 
led AttaliA.  This  being  a  thing  ancient  as  I  haueprouedit, 
next  of  dignity,  as  many  arguments  haue  confirmed  it^and 
now  eucn  in  thcfe  dayes  by  the  beft,without  exception,fa- 
uourably  tollcrated,why  fhould  I  yecld  my  cenfure3groun- 
ded  on  fuch  firme  and  eftablifht  fufficiency^to  any  Tower^ 
founded  onfandj  any  caftlebuiltin  the  aire^  or  any  triuiall 
Vpfiart^and  mcere  imaginary  opinion. 
-  A  •       Odcrnnt  HU^em  tnfies  tri^emf^  iocojj. 

1  hope  there  is  no  man  ot  fo  vnfenfiWe  a  fpirit,  that  can 
inueigh  againfl:  the  true  and  diredtvfe  of  this  quality:  Oh 
but  fay  they,  the /2^«;4»^/in  their  time,  and  fomeinthefc 
dayes  haueabufed  it,  andtherefore  we  volly  out  our  excla- 
mations againlVthevfe.  Oh  fhallow!  Becaufefuchaman 
had  his  houfe  burnt,  we  (hall  quite  condcmne  the  vfe 
of  fire,becaufe  one  man  quafc  poy  fon,  we  muft  foi  bcare  to 
drinke,becaufefomehauebcene  fhipwrak't,  nomanfhall 
hereafter  trafficke  by  fea.  Then  I  may  as  well  argue  thus.-hc 
cut  his  finder,  tkerefore  mufllweare  no  knife,  vond  man 
fell  from  his  horfe^thcreforemurt  Itraucll  a  foot;  that  man 
furfeitcdjtherfore  darenoti  eatc.What  can  appeare  more 
abfurd  thenfucha  groffe  and  fencclcffe  affertionM  could 
turne  this  vnpoyntcd  weapon againft  his  breaft  that  aimcs 
it  at  minej  and  reafon  thus :  Ro[ci^^sh^^  a  large  penfioa  al» 
lo  wed  him  by  the  Senate  of  Rome.vshy  fliould  not  an  A6lor 
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t>f  the  Iifcetlercft^liitue  the  like  allowance  nowfor  this^,  the 
rnoftfamaus  City  and  Nation  in  the  world  -hddplaycs  in 
gr^ac  admiration  ::Er^ff,but  it  is  a  rule  in  Logicl^e^  ExpartU 
cuUrtbm  nihil  fit.  Thcfe  are  not  the  Baflcs  wc  muft  build 
ypon^nor  the  columnes  that  muft  fupport  our  architeilurc; 

Fa  Utro^CT  cafuPHiyprecwgitur  enfe.vUtor. 

lUe fed infidm yhie fthiportat  opem. 
Both  theeues  and  trtte-mcn^  rceApons  mare  alike; 
Throne  to  defend he  other  comes  to  firi^. 

Let  vs  vfe  fire  to  warmc  vs,not  to  fcortch  vs,t:o  make  rea- 
dy our  neceffaries,  nottoburne  our  houfes  :  let  vs  drinke 
to  quench  our  thirft,  not  to  furfetj  andeate  to.fatisfic  na- 
ture^ not  to  gormondize. 
y        Comedia  re5lh  /?  mente  legatnr^ 
Conflabit  nttllipoffe  nocete 

T Uyi  are  in  vfe  (U  they  are  vnder floods 

Spoliators  ejes  m^y  make  them  bad  or  good. 

Shall  we  condemnc  a  generallity  for  aeytpi^e  particular 
mifconftru6lion?  giuc  mc  then  leaue  to  argue  thus :  A- 
mongft  Kings  hauc there  not  beenefome  tyrants  Pyctthc 
oflfice  of  a  King  is  the  image.of  theMaiefty  of  God. 
mongft  true  fubicfts  hauc  there  not  crept  in  fome  falfc 
traitois  ?  cuen  amongft  thexweluc  there  was  one  luias^ut 
ihall  we  for  his  fault,cenfure  worfc  ofthe  eleuenf  God  for- 
bid :  art  thou  Prince  or  PcafantP^rt  thou  of  the  Nobility,or 
Commonalty  /  Art thou  merchant  or  Souldier?  ofthc  Citty 
or  Country?  Art  thou  Preacher  or  Auditor?  Art  thou  Tu  - 
tor  or  Pupill  There  h^.ue  becne  of  thy  fundHon  bad  and 
good^  prophanc  aad  holy.  I  induce  thefe  inilances  to  con-. 
firme;thi5  common  argunaent^  that  the  vfc  ofany  gencrall 
thing  is  noc  for  any  one  particular  abu  fc  to  be  condemned^ 
for  ifthataflertion  flood  firmc,  wee  ftiowld  run  into  many 
2iot5tblc  mconueniences. 

^ihcHseft  templli  MgHftiorbAncquo^viW^^ 


To  proceed  to  rhe  matter :  Firft,phy!ng    ah  ornament 
t6theGitty,vv'high  ftrangcrs  of  airNations/r^trfhg  hi*-- 
thef,  report^  of  i ri  •  th ierr  Con ntrt es*,  bchoMingtliem  htrit^ 
ivith  fome  admiration :  for  \vhat  variety  of  cntcftain^^ 
cantKere  be  in  anyCitty  of  Chrittcndome,  more  then  in 
LpndonTBwt  feme  w  ill  fay^this  difh  tTxight  bt  very  wdl  fpa- 
rcdiOUt  of  the  banquet :  to  him  I  anrwercy  Z>^o^^';jr^/jthat  v-^ 
fed  too  feede  on  rootfcs^-cannot  rdifh    March-pane.  Se- 
condly^our  tongue^vs  hich  hath  ben  the^mbl^liaTfli, 

vneuen,  and  brok-^n  language  of  the  world^  part  T)utchy 
^zn  Irt,7j^Saxoft,  Scorch,  fVe/fb,7ind  \ndctd  a  gallimaffry  of 
ilna'ny,but  perfedl:  in  none,  \$  now;  by  this  feeondary  meanes' 
of  playing,  continually  refined,  cucry  Wfiter  fifiiting  itt 
hirrrfclfe  to  adde  a  new  florillY  vnto  it ;  lb  that  in  proccffei^ 
ftom the  moftrudd  and  vnpolifht  tonguCjifiSgtbwhe  to  a* 
moft  perfect  and  compofed  language,  and  many  exc^ellenc 
v;orT('es,and  elaborate  Poems  writ  in  the  fame^'that  many 
Nations  grow  inamored  of  our  tongue  (beforekiefpifed.} 
Neither  S^tphickcj'  Tbnickc,  Tambicke/Phaleaticlie3  Ado*. 
Tficke^GU€^6iiii^kerHexamit€r,Tctramirrer,I^^ 
cTepcdiacke,  Ghoriambicke,  nor  any  other  tntaftired  vdrfe 
Vfed  amongft  the  Greekfs^L^tins^ Ttalims.Frenehy *Z)»fr6,or 
SpMifb writers, but rhay b^ expreft in  EngU^^th in blankc 
Verf^aOr  meeter^in  Dittichon/  or  Hexaifticho^,  ot5  in  vvhat 
fofnte'  <^'r  f^et,'^ or  whatmimber you  caiii'dfc<firc.  "Phffsf^bu 
ieeto  what  excellc»ncy  our  refined  En^liJh^\^  hrou^A^  \\\it 
in  thefedaies  we  are  afiiamed  of  chat  £r^h$fijSfC  eloquence 
which  vvithin  thefe  60  yeares^  thebefttongues  intheland 
were  proud  to  pronounce^.  Thirdlf>,cplaye5  thaiienia 
the  ignorant  more  ap*prchenfiiie:r<iughuhe  vnlcarncd  the. 
knowledge  ofmany  famous  hiftoncs.inrtruf^edfuch  as  ca-- 
fiot  tmdt  in  the  difcouery  of  iIJ  our  En^h//j  Cht<:>n\dd}:  &c 
what  man  haiie  you  no w^  of  that  vveake  ^ap  at ity,  that  (fani. 
nbtiiHoourfe  of  any  notable  thing  recordtd  euen  frcyiii  k^^^h 
iUm  xkxcC^HejHeroHry  nay  from  the  landing  of  jS^Ht'e)v^t\^ 
tbisiday,btcingpbircft  dfthcir  triievft^foi^  ik}s^cmfk 
rOfbD  E  3  Piaycs. 
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Playcs  arc  writ  with  this  aymc,  and  carrye4  with  .this 
methode,  to  tcac^  the  fubiedts  obedience  fo  their  King^ 
to  fhew  the  people  the  vntimely  ends  offuchas  ,hauc  mo- 
ued  tumultSjComnaotiops,  and  inlurre6lions^to  prcfent  the 
with  the  flourifliingeftate  offuch  as  liuein  rbediencejCX- 
yfe  erf  Ttage-  j^Qj-^ij^g  them  to  allegcance,  dehorting  them  from  all  tray- 
terousandfelloniousftrataf'em^* 

•        ■       ■  ■  o 

Omne  geHH4  fcriptigraHiMeTragcdtavMcit. 
^  Xfwc  prefent  a  Tragedy,  we  include  thcfatail  andabor- 
VfeofHlftori  ^'^"^^^^^^^'^^^h  as  eomiHit  notorious  murders,  which  is 
caHpIaycs.     aggrauatedand  afted  with  all  the  Art  that  may  be^toterri- 
fie  men  from  the  like  abhorred  pra6lifes,If  wee  prefent  a 
fbrrcignc  Hiftory,  thclfubiecl  is  fo  intended,  that  in  the 
hues  of  i?^?w^,C/r^f/>«x,or  others,  cither  the  vcrtues  of 
our  Country-men  arc  extolled,or  their  vices  reproued,  a$ 
thusjby  the  example  of  C^far  to  ftir  fouldicrs  to  valour,  & 
magnanimity :  by  the  fall  ofTompjr,  that  no  man  truft  in 
his  owne  ftrcngth :  we  prefent  A  ffXander^  killing  his  friend 
in  his  rage^to  rcproue  rafhncfle  :  Mjd^^  choked  with  hi^ 
gold^to  taxe  couetouhicffei  iVifr^  againft  tyranny. riJitf^iGfcir 
i/^p;.//!^, again  ft  luxyry :  Nynns,  againft  Ambition,  with  infi- 
nitcorhers^by  fundry  inftances,  either  animating  men 
Vfe  of  Morals,  noble  attempts,  or  attaching  the  confciences  ofthc  fpc6la- 
tprsjfinding  themfclues  toucht  in  prefenting  the  vices  of 
cthers»ifamorall,itis  to  pcrfwade  mento  humanity  and 
good  life,  to  inftrudl  them  in  ciuility  and  good  mannerSj 
Vfc  of  Come- jfhcwing  them  the  fruits  of  honeflv,  and  the  end  of  vil* 
^y^'»-,  lanyt       Vcrfibus  cxponi  Tragicu  res  Q^$micA  mn  vnlt^ 

Againe,  HorACc^ArteT^oetica. 

Landavere  f^ihs^—^ 
If  a  Comedy,  it  is  pleafantly  contriued  with  merry  acci- 
dcnts,and  intermixt  with  apt  and  witty  i^fts,to  prcfent  be- 
fore the  Prince  at  certain  times  offolemnity,orclfcmcrily 
fitted  to  the  ftage*  And  what  is  then  the  fubiedlof  this 
Iw^EincIcflc  jQj^th?  cither  in  the  fc^ 

\  others 
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orfiers  their  flouenly  and  vnhanfome  behaulofrr Jth^t  th^jr 
may  rcfbrmc  that  fimplicity  in  themfelue?,  wliich  others 
make  their fport,  left  they  happen  to  become  fhelike  fub- 
ic6l: of generall  fcorne  toan  auditory,  elfc  it  intrcatcs  of 
loue^  deriding  foolifii  inamorates,  who  fpend  then*  ages, 
-  theicfpirits,  nay  themfclues,  in  the  fcruilc  and  ridiculous* 
imployments  of  their  Miftreffes:  and  thefc  are  mingled 
■with  fportfuU  accidents,  to  recreate  fuchas  of  themfelues 
arc  wholly  denoted  to  Melancholly,  which -corrupts  the 
bloud  :  ortorefrefh  fuch  weary  fpirits  as  are  tired  with  la- 
bour,orftudy,  tomodcrarc the  cares  andhcauinefle ofirhe 
mLndel,  that  they  may  returne  to  their  trades  and  facultiesi 
with  more  zealc  and  earncftneffe,  after  fome  fmall  fofc  and 
plcafant  retirement.  Sometimes  they  difcourfc  ofPanta-; 
looncs^Vfurersthathaue  vnthrifcy  fonnes,  which  both  the 
fathers  and  fonnes  may  behold  to  their  inftruilions.  fome- 
titiies  of  Curtefans,  todiuulge  their  fubtelties  and  fnares, 
in  whicbyong'iticnmay  be  intangled,  fliewing  them  the 
meancstoauoydthcm.  IfweprcfentaPaftorall,  we  fhew  Vfe  ofPaflo' 
the  harmelcflc  loue  ofSheepheards  diuerfly  moralized^di-  ^^^^v 
ftinguifliing  betwixt  the  craft  of  theCitty,  and  the  inno* 
ccncy  ofthefheep-coat.  Bricfly,thereis  neither  Tragedy, 
Hiftory;Comedy,Morrall  or  Paftorall^from  which  an  in* 
finite  vfc  cannot  be  gathered.  Ifpeakc  not  in  the  defence 
ofanylafciuious  fliewcs,  fcurrelous  ieafts,  or  fcandalous 
inuctfliucirif  there  be  any  fuch,  Ibanifii  them  quitefrom 
my  patronage  ;  yet  Horace y  Sermon  j\  Satjr  4.  thus 
Writci^ 

Efipolis  at^  Cr4tiHHS  ^riftophanefqi  PoeU^ 
AtefMe4lij  ejHortifn  Comtdia prifca  virornm eft: 
Si  cjuis erat  dignks  defcnbt^qnod  malnfymffhr, 
^Hod^^itchusforetyAiitpxariHSyaHt  altoqfiiy 
•    'T4im$fHSymult4CHmlibertAte  notAbHnt. 

^  Efgfi^UsfirMiHUf.x^riJtcphaHefyZnd  other  ComikePocts  ia 
idle  ti^c  Q{H0r4Ci,  with  large  fcopc,and  ynbridlcd  liberty 
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boldly  ahd plainly Tcourged  all  fuch  abufcsasltt  their  apts 
were  gicnerally  praiVifcd,  to  the  flaining  and  blemiflimg  of 
a  faire  and  bcaucifallCommon-weale.  Likcwifcja  learned 
Gentleman  in  hrs  Apology  for  Poetry,  Ipcakes  thus :  Tra- 
gedies well  handled  be  araottvv'  rthy  kindcqf  Poefie.Co* 
medies  make  men  Tec  and  fname  at  their  faults,and  procee- 
ding further  amcngftv^ther  Vniuerfity-playes,  heremem-i 
bcrs  the  Tragedy  of  Richard  the  third,  a6\:ed  in  Saint  Johns 
in  Cambridge^  fo  effentially,  that  had  the  tyrant  P/7^/fr;i 
beheld  his  bloudy  proceedings,  it  had  mollified  his  heart, 
and  made  him  relent  at  fight  o^  his  inhumane  maflacres*; 
Further,he  commends  of  Comedics,the  Cambridge Pedan* 
^/^,and      Oxford  Bellt^m  GrammHticalei  and  leauing  them 
paffes  on  to  ourpublickeplayes,fpeakinglibcrally  in  their 
praife,  and  vvhac  commendable  vfe  may  bee  gathered  of 
them.  Ifyou  perufe  Adargariu  Poetica,  you  may  fee  what 
excellent  vfes  and  Sentences  he  hath  gathered  out  of  7>- 
refJcehisty^ndreayEucnuchii^yZndthcrcd:.  Likcwift  out  of 
PLiutushis  AmphitriQ^Afinariay  and  movtoxx^v^ExComdtd^s 
PhilodoxiSfCaroli  AcretmiT)efalf^Hi^€rita:&tr$Fii  Met'* 
$$irijyRonfij  verJeUenfis :  Ex  Com^dut  Phtlaniru  Vgol^ifarmen^ 
fisy  all  reuerend  fchollers,  and  Comickc  Poets, tcade  elco 
the  4  Tragedies,  7^  PetrnSy  AmanJCatberin^yCUudij^, 

K^ilettiBeluenftsi^Mt  I  fhould  tire  my  fclfc  to  reckon  thct 
n2im^so{^\  French  yRomanyGermanySf^iyiiJh  Sng-^ 
Poets,  being  in  number  infinite,  and  vthcir  labours  ex- 
tant to  approue  their  worthincfTe. 

Is  thy  minde  Noble?  and  wouldft  thou  be  furthcrftir d 
vp  to  magna^umity/  tBehbld^vponthis^^ftag^  ihoiJtiiaift  fe« 
Hercules y  %/€chilleSy  v^/exander^  C^fari  /i/abfadffy  J^y fancier, 
Sertorl»i^  Haniba/liA»tigojiuSs  PhUtp  of  (JUacedi^»^tJ{fe$hri»i' 
dates  of  ^Pp^fts/f-yrrhus  of  Epire,  Agefilaus^  among  t  he  Ld^ 
cedeimnians^  Ep.^minond^^^  among^ft  the  Xh^j^^^^K^  .^f^Hol^  a-* 
lone  entring  the  armed  tents  of  Porfema:  Horatius  (^%ocle$ 
^lone  vvithftanding  the  .w hole  army  of  thf^  f-letrn^^i  Lt<f^ 
v^ej  of  i5i^<^^^  eJ^Qpfing  a  I.y  on  to  lead?  i^iMd  of  I>c?i?(w 
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rather  then  one  Deere  to  ccndu£l  an  army  of  Lyons,  with 
infinite  others  in  thetr  owne  perfons  qualities, &  fhspes^a- 
nimating  thee  with  courage,  deterring  thee  fi5  cowardife. 
Haft  thou  of  thy  Country  well  dcferued?  and  art  thou  of 
thy  labour  euili  requited?  to  affociate  thee  thou  may  eft  fee 
the yaliant  Roman CM^cellns  purfue  Hiimibi^l at  NoU^  cdn- 
quering  i^^r^r^/^^vanquifliing  the  Gauls ^zWPadpsa,  and  pre- 
fently  (for  his  reward )  banifht  his  Country  into  Greece. 
There  thou  mayeft  fee  Scipso  ftAjfricanns^  now  triumphing 
forthc  conqueftof  all  ^'/^/^/cr^,  and  iirmediatly  exiled  the 
confines  o(  Romania.  Art  thou  inclined  to  luft?  behold  the 
falles  ofthc7'4r(7/^/W3inthe  rap<r  of  Z«^^w<? :  the  guerdon 
of  luxury  in  the  death  of  Sardanapaluix  Appius  deftroyed  in 
the  rauifliingof  Virginia^  and  the  deftru6lion  of  Troy  in 
the  luft  of  Helena.  Art  thou  proud  ?  our  Scene  prefents 
thee  with  the  fall  of  Phaeton^  AV^///5/i  pining  in  the  loue  of 
his  iliadow3ambitious  Hamon^nov^  calling  himfelfe  a  God, 
and  by  and  by  thruft  headlong  among  the  Diuels.  Weprc- 
fcnt  mcri  with  the  vglineflc  of  their  vices ,  to  make  them 
the  more  to  abhorre  them,  as  the  Per^u^ns  vfe,  who  abouc 
all  finnes,  loathing  drunkenncfle,  accuftomed  in  their  fo- 
lemne  fcafts,  to  make  their  feruants  and  captiues  extreme- 
ly ouercomc  with  wine,  and  then  call  their  children  to 
view  their  nafly  and  lothfome  behauiour,  making  them 
hate  that  fin  in  themfelues,vvhich  ftie wed  fo  groflfe  and  ab- 
hominable  in  others.  The  like  vie  maybe  gathered  of  the 
drunkards  fo  naturally  imitated  in  ourplaycs,  to  the  ap- 
plaufc  of  the  A^ior^content  of  the  auditory, and  repfouing 
of  the  vice.  An  thou  couetous?  go  no  further  then 
his  Comedy  called 

DHmfdUxfcTVftSy  durns  pater  y  tm-proha  lena 
Vixerit^     meretrixbtanda^  Menanireis  erif» 
while  thcrVfa/fe feruant,or  obdurate fire^ 
Slj  baadjmooth  whore-,  Mcnandrostvce  I  admire. 
To  end  in  a  word.  Art  thou  addiftcd  to  prodigalHty?en- 
wy.Jciuclcyrpcriurj?  flattery?  or  rage/  our  Scenes  affoord 
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thceftcre  of  men  tofhapeyour  Hues  by,^^•hobe  frugall, 
louing,gentle,  trufly,  without foorhinz,  andinallthings^^ 
temperate.  Wouldft  thou  be  honourable?  kift,  friendly, 
moderate,  deuout,  mercifully  and  louing  concord/  thou 
mayeftlcemany  oftheirfatcs  andruincs,  whohairebeene 
diflionourablc,  iniuftjalfe^glurtenous/acrilegious,  blou* 
dy-mindcd,  and  brochers  of  difFention.  Women  likewifc 
that  are  chaftc,  are  by  vs  extolled^and  enconraged  m  their 
virtues, beinfi  infranccd  by  Dian^,  Beli^hebe^^JMutilda^  La^ 
^Wr^andthcCounteffe  of  Satiihurj.  The  vnchaflearc  bf 
vs  Ihewed  their  errors, in  the  perfons  of  Phrw'c.L^isyThai^^ 
Flora :  and  amongft  vs,  Rofamond,  and  MiftrefTc  Skorey^i\^t 
,  '  can  fooficr  print  modefty  in  the  foules  of  the  wanton,  then 
by  difcoueringvnto  them  the  manftronfncffc  of  their  fin? 
It  foHowes  that  we  prouc  thefe  cxcrcifes  to  haue  bec  ie  the 
difcoucrcrsofmany  notorious  murders,  long  concealed 
from  the  eyes  of  the  world.  To  omit  all  farre-fetcht  inftin  • 
ces,wc  wil  proue  it  by  a  domeftikc, andhomc-borne  truth, 
Aftrange  ac-  which  within  thefc  few  yeares  happened.  At  Lin  in  Nor* 
cidcnt  happc-y-^/A^  the  then  Earlc  SuiTex  players  afting  the  old  Hifto- 
^  '  ry  or  Fryer  trmcvs^tc prcienting  a waman,  who  nifatiatcly^ 
doting  on  a  yong  gentlcman,had  (the  more  fecurely  to  cn- 
ioyhisaffe(5lion^  mifchieuoufly  and  feccretly  murdered 
her  husband,  whofe  ghofthaunted  her,  and  at  diuers  timcs^ 
in  her  moft  folitary  and  priuatc  contemplations,  in  moff: 
horrid  and  fearefuUfliapcs,  appeared^and  flood  before  her. 
As  this  was  aft^d,  a  towncs-woman  (till  then  of  good  eRi- 
mation  and  report)  finding  her  confcicnce  (at  this  prcfen- 
mcnt)extremely  troubled,fuddenly  skritchcd  and  cryd  out 
Oil  my  husband,  my  husband  /  I  fee  the  ghoft  of  my  hus- 
band fiercely  thrcatning  and  menacing  m^#  At  which  flirill 
and  vexpeftcd  o«t-cry,  the  people  about  her,moou'd  to  a 
ftrangc  amazement,  inquired  the  reafonof  her  claraour, 
when  prcfentlyvn-urged.flie  told  them,  that  feuen  yeares 
ago,  (lie,to  be  poflcfl  of  fuchaGcntlcmafl  (meaning  him) 
hadpoj;foncdhcr  husband,whofc  fcarcfull  image  pcrfona- 
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ted  It  fclfe  in  the  fliapc  of  that  ghoft :  whereupon  the  mur* 
^drcflc  was  apprehended,  before  the  luflices  further  exami- 
ned,8c  by  her  voluntary  confeflfion  after  cond^nined.Thaf 
this  is  true^  as  well  by  the  report  of  the  Aftors  as  there- 
cords  of  the  To  wnc,  there  are  many  eye-witn  cffes  of  this 
accident  y et  liuing,  vocally  to  confirm e  it, 

Asftrangc  an  accident  happened  to  a  company  of  the  A{lr4ng<5a<y 
fame  quality  fovnc  I2yearesago»ornotfomuch,whoplay-  cidcnt  happen 
ing  lace  in  the  night  at  a  place  called  Pcrinm  Cornxvall^cc^^  mngat  aplay, 
taine  Sfmardf  werelanded  the  fame  night  vnrurpe<5ied,and 
vndifcouered,  with  intent  to  take  in  the  towne,  fpoyle  and 
burne'itjwhen  fuddenly^eueavpon  their  entran<:e,thc  play- 
<rs(Ignorant  as  the  townes-men  of  any  fuch  attempt3pre* 
fenting  abatrle  on  the  ftage  with  their  drum  and  trumpets 
ftrooie  vp  a  lowd  alarmc  :  which  the  enemy  hearings  and 
fearing  they  were  difcouered,an)ax^lyretiredjmade  fome 
few  idle  lliot  in  a  braiiado,  and  fo  in  a  hurly-burly  fled  dill 
orderly  to  their  boats.  At  the  report  of  this  tumult,  the 
townes-men  were  immediatly  armed,  and  purfued  them  to 
the  fea,  prayfing  God  for  their  happy  deliuerance  from  fc 
great  a*  danger,  wlio  by  his  prouidencc  made  thefc  ftran- 
gerstheinftrumentand  fecondary  meanes  of  their  efcapc 
from  fuch  imminent  mifchife,  and  the  tyranny  of  fo  rc- 
jDorcelcff-  anenemv^ 

Another  of  the  likcvyondcrliappened  ^t^mBerdamm  A  ftranec  ac- 
J^(?/AiW,  a  company  of  our  EngUfh  Qomtd^xzm   (well  ^i^S^t  happc- 
inowne)trauelling  thofc  Countryes,as  they  were  before ^"^^^^F^^T* 
the  BurgctJj  and  other  the  cbiefe  inhabitants,a£ting  the  laft 
part  of  the  4  fonsof  ^«f<9»,towards  tbe  laft  aft  of  the  hifto- 
ry, where  penitent  like  a  common  labourer,  liucd 

in  difguifc,  vowing  as  his  laft  pcnnance,  to  labour  &  carry 
burd<ns  to  the  ftrufturc  of  a  goodly  Church  there  to  be  c-i 
ift^^d^wliofe  diligence  the  labourers  enuying,  fince  by* 
rcafon  of  hisflaturc  andftrength,  lice  did  vfually  pcrfeCl 
morcworkc  in  a  day3thenadozcnofthcbeft,(hec  wor- 
J|s&>lifoi:bii  cQufcicncc^they  for  thcit  luacs.)  Whereupon 
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by  rcafonhls  induftry'had  fo  much  difparagcd  their  liuing^ 
confpircci  amongft  thcmfcUics  to  kill  hjm  ^  waiting  fomc 
oppbicunity  tofiodehimafleepe'/whic^^^        might  cafily 
doe^fince  the  foreft  labourers  arc  the  fouhdeft  flccpers^arid 
induftry  is  thebeft  prtparatiue  to  reft*  Hauipg  fpy'd  their 
opportunity,  they  drauc  a  nailc  into  his  temples,  orv\'hic:h 
wound  imiiicdiatly  he  dyed.  Asthe  Aitors handled*  this, 
the  audience  might  qn  aTodaine  vnderftand  an  oiit-cry, 
and  loud  fliriVe  in  a  remote  gallery^  and  prcfTing  about  the 
place,  they  might  pcrceiuc  a  wottian* bf  great  grauity^ 
ftrangely  amazedj^v^ho  with  a  diftrajftejd;&^troubled^^ 
oft  fighed  out  thefe  words ;  Oh  rny'husb^tnd^my^ 
The  play, without  further  interruption, pr(0^&^^^     the  wo- 
man was  to  her  qwne  houfe  condu6lcd,!<\1thdurany  appa- 
rancfurpitibn  y  cuery  one  cphicd^'urlng  aStHfeir  fancies  led 
them.  In  this  agony  fhe  fotile  fe\v dayqsiiiiiguifhed,^ '  and 
on  a  time^as  certaine  of  her  vy'ell  cVi^'Sfey  n  eighbours  c4mc 
to  comforther,  one  amorigft cHereftSeing  Gfiurch-^^ 
den,  to  bim  the  Sexton  pofts^  to  tellhini  of  a|ftringe  thing 
happening  him  in  the  ripping  vp  ofa  grkuerfee  hei:c(quoth 
he)  w  hat  I  haue  found,  and  fhewcs  them  afairc  skull, wMth 
a  great  nayle  pierft  quite  through  the  brainc-pan,  but  wc 
cannot  coniecSiirc  to  whom  it  fhould  belong^nor  how  long 
it  hath  laine  in  the  earth,  the  grauc  being  cotlfufcd,  and  the 
flcfii  confumed.  Att^hc  report  of  this  accident,  the  vyo- 
inan,  out  of  the  trouble  of  her  affli£led  confcicncc, 
difcouercd  a  forn^efj  niiirder^l^o^^  bjr  (Jrij- 

uing  that  nayle  ir^to  that  skull,  bciirfg  tKfe  heid  of  her  hiirf- 
band,flic  had  trecheroufly (laine  Him,  TThis  being  pubiick- 
lyconfeftjftr^  was  arraigned,  condeiiined^  adiudged,  and 
burned,  Butl^rawniy  fubie£l:  to  gfieat^^^  k^gtn  theh;! 
purpofed :  tt^efc  therefore  piic' of  mfihitcs,  italic 
colle6lcd,both  for  their  familiariaeffe  aricl  latcneflc  of  riic- 
mory.  .  t.-  , 

.Thus  cur  Antiquity  w^na^^^^^ 
in  the  tinae  of  Bmnlcsi  froto  the  Uli^xi^^m^  Sg^of 
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tAte:>d4ndfri  from  the  Romans  long  before  hlitH^^aptr^  arid 
■iincchim;through  the  reigns  of  13  Ernperbur?  fiiccccdin^, 
cUen  to  CMutcfis ^urditi^ :  after  hirti  they \vercr firppo^ttd 
by  the  Mantj^ans enetians yZJalenctms ^Neopolit^^^  ^lo" 
rentiyies.^nA  others :  fince,bv  the  C^rwt«l?rinces,  tfic 
grane^  the  Lmdfgratfe^  the  Dukes  oiSaxdny^oi  BrGuyifmckfy 
&crTheCardinall  at  Z^r^Jt-if/j/hath  at  this  time' inpay,  a  ^^r^^n^^^ 
xompany  of  our  Enghjh  CQfri'e^iaiis.  *  The  Ftc^chK]ng '  al- 

-  Idwes  certaine  companies  P^arir^Orleaht^  bcftdes'bth^r 
Cities :  fodoth  the  King  of Sp^am^MCfM^^^^  d- 
thef  prouinces.  But  in  ho  Country  they  are  of  that  pmi- 
licndc  thar buf ^'hrc  :  fp  our  mpft  royalf,  a^d  feuer rc^hb\in'(^d 

'/blTeralgne,  hatH'l  icended  vs  in  Londoh'ffd  d'fd'His  pf  ecfe'tef- 
for^  the  thrice  vertuous  virgin,  Queene  £'//'Wi^(f/^j»  and  Be- 
fore hdt,  her  {jfter,'cii[eene  y)^4r7 
tlreir  father^ ^/^w^J' the  eighth  :  and  befpr^  tliefc  in  th^c  t 
V^aVq  of  i!he  reignelof  Fdmrdth^.  fpmtii^^^l^line  ^il66?Iohn  ^ 

Mio^e^  ail  ancienrand  g^raueCnronicIef^  jrecords  ^amongft 
other  varietles^tendlng  to  the  like  effecSt)  Vfiit  ia'play  was 
ad^edat  aplaWcallcd  Skinners  v/ell,faft  by  'CIerken-wellj 
which  continue d'eight  day cs^  and  was  of  matter  from  ^A- 
dam  and  Euej  (the  firrt  cr'edtioh  of  the  world.)  The  fpe£ta- 
tcrs  wercno  worfe  then  the  Royalty  of  EngUnd.  And  a* 
mongft  other  commendable  exercifes  in  thjs  place,  the 
Company  orthe  STcintiers  of  London  certaine  ycarely 
folcmneplaycs.  In  place  wherof,  now  in  thcfc  latter  daies, 
thewraftling,  and  fuch  other  paftimes  hauc  been  kept,  and  Times 
is  ftill  held  about  Barthtflmeyv-^tide.  Alfo  in  the  yearc  1 590. 
the  i4ycareofthereigneof/?^VW<ithcfccond,the  iS^of 

^  Iu|y,were  the  like  Enterludet  recorded  of  at  the  fame  place, 
which  continued  3  dayes  together,  the  King  and  Queene, 
andNobility  being  there  prefent.Moreouer,to  this  day^in 
diuers  places  of  England^thcvc  be  townes  that  hold  the  pri- 
oiledge  of  their  Faires^and  other  Charters  by  y  earely  ftage* 
playes,  as  at  Manningtree  inSnffolke^  Kendall m  the  Norths 
&  othcrs.To  let  thcfe  palTe^as  things  familiarly  knownc  to 
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istU  men*  Now  to  ^cakc  of  feme  abufe  lately  crfpt  intothe 
quality,  as  an  inucigbing  againft  the  State,  the  Court,  the 
Law^thc  Citty,and  their  gouernements,  with  the particu-. 
larizing  of  priuate  mens  humors  (yet  aliue)NobIe.men3  & 
others^  I  knowicdiftaftes  many  jneither  dolany  way  ap- 
ptouc  it,  nor  dare  I  by  any  meancs  excufe  it.  The  liberty 
which  fome  arrogate  to  themfelues,  committing  their  bit-, 
tcrneffc,  andliberall  inueiSliues  againft  all  eftates,  to  the 
mouthes  of  Children,  fuppofing  their  iuniority  to  be  a 
priuiledgefor  any  rayling^be  it  neuer  fo  violent,!  could  ad- 
uifc  all  fuch,  to  curbe  and  hmit  this  prcfumedliberty  with^ 
in  the  bands  ofdifcrction  and  gouernmenr.  But  wife  and 
iuditial  Cenftirers^bcfore  whom  fuch  complaints  (hall  at  a- 
nj  time  hereafter  come,wil  ^lot  (I  hope)  impute  thefc  abu- 
(citoany  tranfgrcffioninys  ,  whohaue  cuer  been  carcfull 
snd  prouidcnc  to  Chun  the  like#  I  furceafe  to  profecutc 
this  any  furfbcr, left  my  good  meaningbc(byfome} 
mifconftrucd  :  and  fearing  likewUc,Ieft  with  tcdi- 
#ufncflc  I  tire  the  patience  of  the  fauourablc 
Reader^  bccrcC though  abruptly )l 
coQclude  my  third  and  h& 
Treatise* 


TO 
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To  my  approucd  good  Friend^ 

H  E  infinite  faults  cfcaped  in  my 
booke  of  Bmaines  T roj'Jby  the  legli- 
genceofthe  Printer^  as  thcmifqiio- 
tations^  miftaking  of  fillables^  miC- 
placing  halfelinesjcoiningof  flragc 
and  ncucr  heard  ofwords^Thefe  be- 
ing wiriibtit  number^when  I  would  haue  taken  a 
particular  account  of  the  Errata^  the  Printer  anfwe- 
red  me,  hcc  would  not  publifli  his  ownc  difworke- 
manfhip^but  rather  let  his  ovvne  fault  lycvpon  the 
nccke  of  the  Author:  and  being  fearefull  that  others 
<jf  his  quality,  had  beene  of  the  fame  nature^ 
and  condition^  and  finding  you  on  the  coHtrary^  fo 
carefull^andinduftrious,fo  feriaus  andlaborious  to 
doc  the  Author  all  the  rights  of  the  prefTe^  I  could 
not  choofe  but  gratulate  your  honeft  indeauours 
with  this  fhort  remembrance.  Here  likewife,!  mud 
neceflfarily  infertamanifeft  iniury  done  me  in  that 
worke^by  taking  the  two  Epiftles  of  Par/s  to  Heletty 
znd  Hel^n  to  Pans ^^nd  printing  theminaleffe  vo- 
lume, vnder  the  name  of  another^  which  may  put 
the  world  in  opinion  I  might  fteale  them  from  him; 
andhec  to  doehimfelfe  rights  hath  fincepubliflied 
thcminhis  owne  name :  but  as  I  muft  acknowledge 

my 
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my  lines  not  worthy  his  patronage,  vnder  whom  he 
hath  publifht  them,  fo  the  Author  I  know  much  oi- 
fended  with  M.  laggard  (that  ahogether  vnknownc 
to  him)  prelumed  to  make  fo  bold  with  his  name. 
Thcfe,  and  the  like  dilhonefties  I  know  you  to 
bee  clecre  of;  and  1  could  wifli  but  to  bee 
the  happy  Author  of  fo  worthy  a  workq 
as  I  could  willingly  commit  to  your 
carejnd  workmanfliip. 

'Thomas  Hgyvvoo^ 
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